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THE CONTRACTORS’ SHARE OF HOUSING. 


E referred to Mr. Hayes Fisher’s pronounce- 
ments on the subject of housing in com- 
menting on the inaugural meeting of the 
Joint Industrial Council for the Building 
Industry, and the views which he expressed 

indicate the attitude of the Government. At least 300,000 
houses are to be built immediately after the war, and it is 
assumed that private enterprise has failed and cannot provide 
them. Consequently, the Government, acting through the muni 
cipal authorities, is to do the work, paying for it partly out of 
loans granted by themselves and partly out of the proceeds 
of a ld. rate. Itis assumed that because the cost of building 
has risen, an economic rent for the new houses cannot be 
obtained, nor do we gather that Mr. Fisher has any definite 
hope of a better condition of things in the immediate future. 
If this is so, the builder, who has hitherto provided almost the 
whole of the housing wants of the people, will have no further 
occupation unless engaged as a contractor, and housing, like the 
administration of the Poor Law, will become a permanent 
charge on the nation, whether in the form of rates or Imperial 
taxation. It is a little strange that our political leaders, faced 
with the financing of the greatest war in history, should be so 
willing to assume that there is no escape from an enormous 
future charge which must hamper our power of recuperation 
and therefore fetter our commercial development. 

We will briefly state why we believe such pessimism is 
unfounded and will, for the purpose of our argument, grant 
that the building programme laid down by the Government is 
really necessary, and may quote a few facts from a little 
pamphlet on the housing position by Mr. J. W. C. Atkinson,* 
for while it deals with the position in Bradford, similar condi- 
tions and data are available all over the country. Up till the 
year 1911 the supply of houses met all reasonable demands, 
statistics showing that between 1871 and 1911 the number of 
houses erected inereased in a greater ratio than the population, 
excepting im the decade 1881-91, when the ratio of increase 


was somewhat less than that of the population. But in 1881 
i.41 por cent. of the total number of houses were uninhabited, 
Which pointed to a previous excess in the amount of building. 
During the whole of the period mentioned an increasing number 


of rooms in ratio to persons were provided, which indicates 
a lessening amount of overcrowding. Before the war it was 
more common to find houses wanting tenants than tenants 
houses, another sign that the provision of accommodation had 
kept pace with the demand. 

lhe local dislocation and redistribution of industries 
occasioned by the war has caused an enormous demand for 
houses im certain districts and provided arguments which 
have been utilised by the advocates of municipal housing 
In support of their contentions, and in addition"made necessary 
that purely war measure the Rent and Mortgage Act, which 
penalises the owner, practically forcing him to pay an additional 
tax ‘or the supposed benefit of the community. If abnormal 
conditions in the distribution of industry were to be prolonged 
vo umes of peace, the private speculator could be expected 
to do nothing, for he would not feel certain that what he 
provided would meet a permanent want. But within a com- 
pe ratively brief period after the war, we shall be able to ascertain 
vhether the war distribution of industries will be maintained, 
and where the permanent centres of industry will be, and not 
“ntl we know this should municipal schemes be proceeded with 





& acme Housing Problem, with Special Reference to Mr. E. T. 
uth’ Bradford Scheme,” by J. W. C. Atkinson. The County Press, 


bradford. 





except in areas the industrial conditions of which are fixed 
and in which there is admittedly a shortage of accommodation, 
since the whole of the community must find the necessary 
money either in the form of rates or of Imperial taxation. 
Apart from the marked and disastrous effects of the Finance 
Act of 1909-10, which we have so often alluded to that we need 
not dwell upon it again, the gradual falling off in the supply of 
housing may be said to be due to the following factors. Firstly, 
the reduction of rents after a period of overbuilding about 1900, 
when they fell to less than the current rate of interest on the 


cost of production. Secondly, the increase in the rate of . 


interest from 1900 onwards. Thirdly, the increase of local 
rates. Fourthly, the increase in the cost of building materials 
and labour. And fifthly, the increasing stringency of building 
regulations and a frequent inelasticity in their application. 
How important is the question of the rating of land ‘and build- 
ings has been shown by Mr. E. M. Gibbs, who has made out a 
most convincing case for what he terms the application of a 
local income rate in lieu of the existing inequitable system. 
We shall probably be faced for a long time with the increased 
cost of materials, especially timber, the amount of which can, 
however, be considerably lessened in building. The increased 
wages demanded by labour are perfectly compatible with a 
greatly increased ratio of production, which would render .it 
possible to improve the workers’ position without a loss to the 
community, as is proved in the case of America, where, in 
spite of high wages, the cost of production is frequently less 
than it is here. Our building regulations must also be revised, 
and we hope they will be so far simplified as to cease to be 
stumbling blocks. As for the 1ate of interest, we must assume 
that it will affect both building and everything else equally, 
and must be taken into consideration, whether a local authority 
or private individual supplies what the community requires. 
Another assumption which seems to us to be unfounded is 
that it is necessary that rents should not be raised, or that any 
rent should be charged which does not represent a fair return 
on the capital expended. . 

If the cost of food rises, wages rise automatically and 
quickly, and houses are no less necessary than food. To fix 
rents at an artificial level would not benefit the worker, but 
would simply form a bonus to the employer, who would be 
able to pay smaller wages than would be the case if rent 
we1e raised to a market level. The tendency of many of the 
arguments brought forward seems to be to enclose the private 
speculator in a magic pentagon to prevent his movement and 
render him useless to the community. The sides of the pentagon 
are formed by (1) the Finance Act of 1909-10, which should be 
repealed ; (2) the Rent and Mortgage Act, which will be repealed 
after the war ; (3) our laws of rating, which ought to be over- 
hauled and radically altered ; (4) local building regulations, 
which need remodelling ; and (5) the dogma that rent should 
be fixed at any figure except that representing a return on 
capital expenditure. If we do away with the magician’s penta- 
gon so formed, not one part of which is of any use to anyone in 
the community, we shall obtain the services of a class of men 
who will provide all that is necessary without State or municipal 
aid. If the community are desirous of having the best schemes, 
our local authorities can adopt the Housing and Town Planning 
Act, and can even insist on all designs submitted approximating 
to a reasonable architectural standard. And all this can and 
ought to be done, even assuming that the figures quoted by 
the President of the Local Government Board are correct, 
without spending public money, and without the necessity of 
taking away from a large class of the community an occupa- 
tion which they exercised efficiently in past years. 
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NOTES. 


Tue proceedings of the second 
Scottish annual convention of the 
ae 's Institute of Scottish Archi- 
an nity. : 
tects, a report of which 
we shall give next week, were of much 
interest, if only as showing a unanimity 
which is not always apparent in other 
architectural circles. The chairman made 
some shrewd and useful remarks on the 
much-debated subject of unity in the 
profession; and particularly when he 
said it went almost without saying 
that they were trying to unite men 
who were as the poles apart from one 
another in knowledge, attainments and 
aspirations—men who had devoted all 
their lives to the study of ancient archi- 
tecture, for instance, and also men 
who were primarily business men with 
a sound knowledge of building con- 
struction; and between these two 
extremes, dozens of others, alike only 
in one thing—that they differed from 
everyone else. The difficulties in the way 
of unity which such a statement indicates 
are such as are bound to exist in a 
calling which is so many-sided and 
complex; but they will no doubt be 
overcome in the course of time. Unity 
is obviously necessary and desirable, 
and the obstacles arise inevitably in the 
attempt to secure it; but that they 
will be overcome would appear to be 
certain, if only because of the necessity. 





Tue cottage problem is an 
The endless source of interest, 
a. and—may we not also say— 
amusement ? The correspon- 
dence in the Westminster Gazette has 
elicited a few points worth noting, and 
amongst them very strong arguments in 
favour of the parlour as a place for rest, 
for study, for illness, for bestowal of 
household treasures, for receiving the 
vicar’s wife, and for the bestowal of 
the coffin. We hold to the opinion, 
however, that two classes of cottages 
should be provided—one with a larger 
living room and no parlour, and another 
in which the parlour is provided even 
with the inevitable drawbacks. Then, 
as to the interiors, a light colour is 
strongly advocated, notwithstanding the 
objections to it, probably including those 
of the tenants themselves. We are 
glad to see urged the desirability of having 
as much fitted furniture as possible. 


WE well remember the rathec 
The anxious discussions which 
Channel . 
Tunnel, t00k place some years ago in 
reference to the construction 
of the Channel Tunnel—discussions which 
to a large extent ceased for the time 
being when the British Government 
opposed the scheme. The great war 
however, has brought the project to the 
fore once more, and may be said to have 
largely influenced public opinion, which 
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now appears in the main to be in favour 
of the construction of the tunnel. Any 
lingering doubts, however, will probably 
be removed by the paper resd by Sir 
Arthur Fell, M.P., before the London 
Society last week, an abstract of which 
we publish this week. He not only 
makes out an excellent case for the 
construction of the tunnel, but, what is 
of more importance to readers of this 
journal, claims that London itself is 
‘specially interested in the scheme—how, 
in fact, its future, as the greatest city in 
the world, will depend on whether the 
tunnel is constructed. His reference 
to Charing Cross Bridge and the provision 
of a terminus to provide accommodation 
for future railway traffic are much to 
the point. In all probability the con- 
struction of the tunnel would greatly 
improve and alter the character of London 
south of the Thames, which, in itself 
would be an immense gain, apart frem 
everything else. 





.. Mr. Uvepate Lampert has 
Practice written a good letter to the 
instead of ,,. . 
Theory. Times on Rural Housing 

Conditions, in which he points 
out the injustice of fixing the rent of 
cottages onJa farm at a flat rate of 3s. a 
week. If, he says, it is a maximum 
every farmer will, if he can, deduct 
it for an old thatched cobb-built cottage 
attached to his farm; while an owner 
who has built good brick cottages, with 
water service and sanitation, in the last 
twenty years, will be compelled to 
give them at 3s. a week also, and after 
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paying rates, taxes, insurance and re pairs 

which will yield hardly one per cent. on his 
capital. The landlord who may no’ raise 
his rent is to be abused if he dos not 
build more cottages—at a certain loss 
because of the flat rate fixed. The writer 
suggests that it would be better if the 
Government, instead of “ coalescine with 
local authorities,” were to practise 
instead of preach. Let them build op 
their own land and insist on public 
authorities building houses for policemen, 
sewage disposal men and others, which 
would do something to solve the shortage 
complained of. We call this a most 
admirable suggestion, which is in accor- 
dance with the idea that has been pro- 
mulgated of encouraging employers to 
undertake the housing of their workmen 
and to help them to do so by financing 
them to a requisite extent. There are 
many ways of obtaining what we want, 
but it would not seem that those in 
authority always choose the simplest 
or the most economical expedients. . 





ies AN important street widening 
Strand Proposal is being recom- 
Widening. mended to the London County 
Council by the Improvements 
Committee, the proposal being to widen 
the Strand west of Wellington-street. 
The scheme provides for the widening of 
Wellington-street from 65 ft. to 85 ft., 
and that portion of the Strand affected 
from 66} ft. to 80ft. The sites to be 
dealt with are the property of the Duchyof . 
Lancaster, who have been in negotiation 
with the Council since 1894, and who have 
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now made arrangements for the redevelop- 
ment of this portion of their property. 
The purchase price agreed is £63,250, and 
the Westminster City Council will contri- 
bute one-sixth of the total cost. The 
proposal is one which all will heartily 
support, as it will ease a portion of the 
Strand which is frequently congested. 
Like all improvements in the centre of an 
important urban district it is necessarily 
costly, and forms an additional argument 
to the many which can be advanced for 
laying out roadways on an ample plan to 
start with. 





THe Whitley Committee on 


Pring the Relations between Em- 
gg ployers and Employed, have 


presented a further report, 
which is now published by Dr. Addison, 
Minister of Reconstruction. It deals 
with conciliation and arbitration. The 
Committee pronounce definitely against 
any system of compulsory arbitration, on 
the grounds that it is not generally desired 


by employers and employed, that it has 
not proved a successful method of avoid- 
ing strikes during,the war, and that it 
would be less likely to be successful in 
time of peace. They also pronounce 
against any scheme of conciliation which 
would compulsorily suspend a strike or 


lockout pending an enquiry. 





Volustans THE Committee advocate the 
Conciliation Continuance, however, of the 
,..@nd present machinery for volun- 
“oxraulon. tary conciliation and arbitra- 
and hope that the setting up of 
Industrial Councils will tend to the 
‘towth of such machinery. They con- 
‘er that there should be means for 
‘ding independent enquiry into the 
umstances of a dispute and for making 


! 


an authoritative pronouncement thereon 
without the compulsory power of delaying 
the strike or lockout. Their main con- 
structive suggestion is that a Standing 
Arbitration Council should be established 
on the lines of the present temporary 
Committee on Production. To this 
Council disputants would be able volun- 
tarily to refer such differences as they 
are themselves unable to settle. It is 
suggested, however, that single arbitrators 
should be available for less important 
cases which could be heard locally. It is 
further suggested that the Standing 
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Arbitration Council should take means to 
secure the co-ordination of arbitrators’ 
decisions. The Committee are opposed 
to the enforcement of awards and agree- 
ments by_means of monetary penalties. 
The report is available from H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kings- 
way, W.C. 2, price one penny. 
IT is not the custom in this 

Street country to make much effort 
Amenities. for the general amenity and 
adornment of our streets and 

houses. The nearest approach we have 
seen to Continental methods in London 
is in the admirable application of 
living green plants to the front of the 
Waldorf Hotel. Here plants and shrubs 
and climbing greenery are so skilfully 
placed about the balconies that the 
colour and tone of the building and its 
architectual significance are greatly 
enhanced. It is a pity that more build- 
ings-are not treated in a similar way. 


We much regret to record 
Three the death of three well-known 
Deceased . 
Architects. ™éembeis of the architectural 
profession, t.e., Mr. Frederic 
Richard Farrow, F.R.I.B.A., Editor of the 
Architect ; Mr. Edward Cookworthy 
Robins, F.S.A.,F.R.1.B.A., and Captain H. 
Osborn Cresswell, F.R I.B.A. Mr. Farrow 
was theauthor of several books on building 
construction, and some years ago served 
as Hon. Secretary to the Architectural 
Association. His loss will be regretted 
by a wide circle of friends and acquain- 
tances. Mr. E. C. Robins, who belonged 
to an earlier generation, was the archi- 
tect of many churches, schools, &c., 
and was the author of a well-known 
work on Technical Schools. Captain 
Cresswell was the R.I.B.A. Pugin 
Student in 1885. 
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LONDON AND THE CHANNEL 
TUNNEL. 


A PAPER on “London and the Channel 
Tunnel” was read on Thursday last week by 
Sir Arthur Fell, M.P., Chairman of the House 
of Commons Channel Tunnel Committee, at 
a meeting of the London Society. 

Sir Arthur Fell said :— 

London is situate some seventy miles from 
the chalk downs behind Dover, where, in 
the near future, we shall, from the distance, 
see what will appear to be two small holes on 
the slopes of the Downs. These will be the 
mouths of the tubes or tunnels uniting the 
railway systems of Great Britain with those 
of France, Belgium and, the Continent of 


Europe. My object in the present paper is to’ 


show the importance of these tunnels and how 
the future of London and of the whole country 
depends upon and is tied up with their com- 
pletion and with the running of the railway 
beneath the Straits of Dover. ; 

The Channel Tunnel, as an undertaking, 
has had a chequered and an unfortunate 
history. Forty years ago it «was received with 
great favour, and a commencement was made 
by starting trial tunnels on both sides of the 
Straits. These tunnels were »driven from 
Dover and from Sangette, near Calais, for 
about a mile beneath the sea on each side. 
The English tunnel was stopped by the then 
Government, at the instance of the War Office ; 
and the French Government, although entirely 
favourable to the tunnel, voluntarily ceased 
work on the French side when they found that 
the British Government were opposed to it. 
They have waited since then with true French 
patience and courage for the time when English 
opinion would turn round. They have kept 
their Tunnel Company alive, and will resume 
work immediately the British Government 
removes its veto. 

Reasons for the War Office opposition will not 
be examined in this paper. The tunnel cannot 
be built during this war, unless hostilities 
should be prolonged beyond the anticipations 
of the greatest pessimist. The want of the 
tunnel has been, perhaps, the most unfortunate 
of all the episodes connected with our absence 
of preparation for war... . 

The tunnel would consist of two parallel 
tubes, as in the case of the great Simplon 
Tunnel (12} miles in length), under the Alps. 
Reasons for adopting twin tunnels are numerous. 
They include better facilities for ventilation, 
drainage and repairs to the structure and 
permanent way, when these are necessary 
during traffic; as well as greatly increased 
safety in case of derailment. It is proposed 
that the work of excavation shall be performed 
by revolving cutters, fixed in Greathead shields, 
by which system a rapid rate of advance will 
be attained; the débris being removed from 
the “face” of the chalk by high speed endless 
belts, so arranged as to deliver their load 
direct into wagons, without the necessity of 
shovelling or of any other manual labour. 
All the work will be carried on by electrically 
driven machinery, by which the volume of air 
required for ventilation will be greatly reduced ; 
and arrangements will be made so that exca- 
vation and other operations may be carried on 
at many points simultaneously, thus shortening 
the period occupied in construction. The 
diameter of each tunnel will be 18 feet, so as 


to accommodate all the great European express , 


trains, At intervals of 200 yards along the 
entire length, oblique cross tunnels will be 
formed to enable empty wagons to be brought 
in by one line while full wagons are being 
despatched on the other; and also to permit 
a perfect system of ventilation to be installed. 
It is intended that the tunnel shall be 
worked, ventilated and pumped by electricity 
supplied from a power-station in Kent, possibly 
ten miles or more inland. The problem of 
ventilation during regular traffic will conse- 
quently be comparatively simple, no combustion 
of coal on the railway being necessary. It is 
suggested that the tunnel shall be maintained 
under the authority of the War Office; and a 
dip in the level of the rails, forming a ‘ water 
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lock,” by which the tunnel could, in case of 
emergency, be filled with water from floor to 


- roof for a length of a mile, would similarly be 


under the control of the military —— 
at Dover Castle and the neighbouring forts. 

The gauges of the English and French main 
line railways are almost similar, as is proved 
by the fact that at the present time hundreds 
of the largest English locomotives with 
thousands of trucks are now in use on French 
railways. Trains would be run direct from 
London to Parisin less than six hours ; and these 
could, if required, travel at intervals of not 
more than five to ten minutes. As soon as 
they can pass under the Channel, these trains 
will be able to traverse France, Belgium, 
Holland, Italy, Germany, Austria, and Turkey 
as far as Constantinople, without any difficulty 
or change of gauge. Through sleeping and 
dining cars will run direct from London over 
the great European express routes; and the 
rolling stock required will be specially built 
by the railway companies engaged in the traffic. 
The tunnel would, without pressure, be able 
to transport in each direction 30,000 passengers 
as well as 30,000 tons of goods in twenty hours. 

London has not yet appreciated what this 
tunnel will mean for its success, nor how upon 
its construction will depend its future as the 
greatest city of the old world. After the war, 
there will be great and friendly rivalries between 
the nations of Europe. A new world is looked 
for with higher aims and with more oppor- 
tunities. London cannot stand still and hope 
to reap its share of this future simply by erecting 
new theatres, bigger hotels, and more great 
drapery stores. These may, no doubt, suffice 
for the visitors from the country and the colo- 
nies, but something much more is needed if it 
is to retain its place in the world. England is 
a small island. cut off from the mainland by a 
stormy sea. The inhabitants must go to the 
mainland when they travel, but the people on 
the mainland need not, and they will not, visit 
the island. Why should they when they have 
all the glories and interests of many countries 
available without the trouble of a sea passage ? 

In the year 1911 the passengers travelling in 
both directions between England and the whole 
Continent reached a total of only 1,600,000, 
while the number of passengers between France 
and Belgium alone reached a total of 4,350,000. 

British passengers formed three-fourths of 
those crossing to and from the Continent, and 
only the trifling number of 209,000 persons from 
the Continent visited this country from all 
nations and by all routes, while nearly all of 
these came on business, The isolation of this 
country from the Continent is practically 
complete, and is the probable cause of our 
being so much misunderstood by all our neigh- 
bours. Beyond some savants, actors, and 
business men, there are few French men and 
virtually no French women who have visited 
this country as travellers for enjoyment. 

Thus London, the greatest city of the old 
world, the scenery of Wales and the Lakes, 
the lochs and moors of Scotland, our bracing 
sea-Side resorts, the glotious cathedrals and 
castles, and our River Thames and Windsor are 
a sealed book to every wealthy foreign traveller, 
because of the Channel crossing, and if there be 
no railroad communication between England 
and France it will always remain so. Should 
this state of affairs continue, and our isolation 
remain after the war, some other capital will 
assuredly have to be found for the new era to 
which we look forward. It may be Paris or 
Vienna, or even Berlin or Brussels. But it 
must be a railway centre to and from which will 


run the great wofld expresses. The Orient 


Express to Constantinople, the Siberian Express, 
the Madrid Express, the Rome Express, the 
Berlin Express, and in the further future the 
great expresses to India, Egypt and the Cape 
will all start from this great terminus, wherever 
it may be. To reach such a railway centre the 
passengers from the United States, Brazil, the 
Argentine, and other wealthy South American 
States will come direct to Cherbourg, Rotterdam, 
or Hamburg, and London will be side-tracked, 
because of its complete insular isolation. That 
is the penalty we shall pay for our neglect in 
building the Channel Tunnel, and our fear that 
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our neighbours and friends,, the French, miciit 
come through it and attack us. g 

Should London not be this centre, they 
Western visitors will not come to English port ., 
so as to visit England before making their 
Continental tour, which is usually the maia 
object of their visit to. Europe. They wil! 
certainly not land at Liverpool or at Southan 
ton and come to London, to have again t) 
undertake a new sea journey to the Continent. 

The Channel Tunnel will be the earlicst 
and greatest of all the works of peace which 
will be begun immediately the war is over, 
and when labour and materials have become 
available. It will be the first monument to the 
new era of peace, and to an enduring friendship 
with the immortal race whjch for four years 
has been fighting by our side for the liberty of 
the world. This link will unite the two nations 
in a permanent bond that will enable the two 
peoples to know each other better, and to 
appreciate one anothtr more. The tunnel will 
take about five years in building, and what will 
London do to prepare for its completion ? 

There is no railway station in London at 
which these Continental trains can arrive and 
depart. A great terminus must be built, and 
this work will provide London with an oppor- 
tunity of rising to the greatness of the occasion, 
and producing something worthy of itself and 
of its future. The joint railways from Dover 
—the South Eastern and the Chatham & 
Dover—can provide the railway route to 
London, but the existing stations at Charing 
Cross and Victoria are totally inadequate for 
such an important additional service of trains, 
and they can hardly be enlarged or made suit- 
able for either the trains or for the enormous 
vehicular traffic to and from the station that 
will be created. To meet this difficulty, a 
grandiose scheme is suggested for the con- 
struction of a vast station between Waterloo 
Station and Blackfriars Bridge Road. For 
access to it there would be a bridge on the site 
of the present Charing Cross railway bridge 
and station, a high-level bridge level with the 
Strand, like Waterloo Bridge, but double the 
width of Westminster Bridge, and joining the 
Waterloo Bridge-road somewhere near Stam- 
ford-street. Standing with one’s back to this 
station, there would be the great new road and 
bridge in front leading to Charing Cross, and 
roads radiating from it over Westminster, 
Waterloo, and Blackfriars bridges. It is a 
noble project, and would provide London with 
magnificent roads like those of Paris, in a dis- 
trict where at present reign squalor and neglect. 

The writer can well remember the days, not 
so long ago, when he was shown Stamford- 
street, and was informed that it was in Chancery. 
For years there was hardly a whole pane of glass 
in the street, which was unoccupied and derelict. 
The district has never recovered, and the south 
side of the Thames has been neglected by the 
Government until it is a disgrace to a great and 
wealthy city. 

Beyond the buildings on the Thames front, 
the ordinary Londoner, if questioned, would 
probably be able to name only Bethlehem 
Hospital and the Elephant and Castle as the 
monuments of interest in all that part of London 
south of the Thames. 

Charing Cross railway bridge must be cn- 
dured for the time, because during the war it is 
impossible to replace it, but that it should 
remain for all time an eye-sore to those who look 
on it, and a danger to those who use it, is un- 
thiukable. As a footbridge it is, with its 
wooden stairs in Villiers-street and the wooden 
gangway in a slum on the Surrey side, an object 
that would disgrace a tenth rate town in Ireland. 

The proposal which I have here sketched will, 
I submit, fulfil many objects. It will abolish 
what is most undesirable, and replace it by 
what will be an absolute necessity for London. 
It will provide.a terminus fitting to accomino- 
date the greatest future railway traffic of the 
world, indeed raise and alter the whole chara ‘et 
of that large part of London which is south of 
the Thames. It will for the hideous end 
commonplace, substitute the grand and magn'!l- 
cent, and for the Capital of the Empire w!'' »¢ 
the greatest work of modern times—one w«rthy 
of peace to result from the greatest of wa's. 
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GENERAL NEWS. 


Fuel Ezonomy in Ccoking Apparatus. 


The continuation of Mr. A. H. Barkcr’s 
Lectures on ‘Fuel Economy in Cooking 


Apparatus ”’ is held cver until next week. 


Royal Institute of British Architects. 


The presentation of the Royal Gold Medel 
for the promotion of architecture will be made 
to Mr. Ernest Newton, A.R.A. (Past President 
R.LB.A.), at a general meeting, to be held at 
the Institute, 9, Conduit-street, W., on Monday, 
June 24, at 5.30. 


The Salonika Front. 


Mr. William T. Wood, R.W.S., the official 
artist on the Balkan Front, is showing, at the 
Leicester Galleries, Leicester Square, a cullection 
of water colours of the Salonika Front. Mr. Wood 
has served in the ranks for over two years in 
Macedonia in the Royal Flying Corps. 


Award of the Military Cross. 


Captain C. K. Brown, Canadian Force, has 
been mentioned in despatches and awarded the 
Military Cross. Captain Brown was formerly 
with Messrs. T. C. Hope, of Bradford, and subse- 
quently went to Canada, where he held a position 
as architect, surveyor, and engineer on the 


Grand Trunk Pacific Railway. My 


“‘ Conerete Constructional Engineering.” 

The June issue of Concrete and Constructional 
Engineering (4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, 
W.C. 2) is a good number and contains amongst 
other useful matter an interesting article by 
Mr, H. G. Holt, A.R.I.B.A., entitled ‘‘ Some 
Notes on Building in West Africa, with Special 
Reference to the Use of Concrete.” The article, 
which is to be continued, is illustrated, and 
describes building conditions in West Africa. 


Society of Arts Albert Medal. 


On the recommendetion of the council of the 
Royal Society of Arts, the Duke of Connaught, 
as President, has awarded the Albert Medal for 
1918 to Sir Richard Tetley Glazebrook, C.B., 
Se.D., F.R.S., ‘‘ for his services in the appiica- 
tion of science to the industries of peace and 
war, by his work as director of the National 
Physical Laboratory since 1899, and as chair- 
man of the Advisory Committee for Aero- 
nautics.”’ 

Reafforestation Plans. 


The Cabinet has been unable as yet to make 
cefinite proposals on the question of reafforesta- 
tion based on the interim report cf the Ministry 
of Reconstruction’s sub-committee, which was 
presented about six monthsago. In the interval 
further consideration has enabled the Ministry to 
modify its report in two important respects. 
Ihe first concerns the period allowed before any 
return can be expected from the sums expended 
on reafforestation. This was suggested in the 
original report as 10 years. Now, however, it 
has been thought wiser to allow 20 ycazs. The 
other point is that of centralised, as opposed to 
decentralised, administration. 


“ Safety First’ in Industry. 


Lord Leverhulme, presiding a few days ago 
at a Mansion House conference to inaugurate a 
national industral “safety first” campaign, 
Said that in Germany £50,000,000 was saved 
in industry every year by attention to “ safety 
first’ appliances. Mr. W. Hayes Fisher, M.P. 
(President of the Local Government Board), 
welcomed the movement. Mr. G. H. Roberts, 
M.P. (Minister of Labour), said that no works 
should be tolerated in the country unless they 
were sanitary and properly lighted, and the 
machinery was safeguarded. Then they would 
be entitled to expect the workers to take every 
care to avoid accidents and disease. They 
must insist upon certain standards of equip" 
ment in the various works and factories, and 
in this matter he promised the support of his 
Department. 
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Canadian Douglas Fir. 


We have received from the Trade Commis- 
sioner of the Canadian Government (73, Basing- 
hall-street, London, E.C.2) an_ illustrated 
bulletin entitled ‘“‘ Canadian Douglas Fir: Its 
Mechanical and Physical Properties,’ which 
has been prepared under the direction of 
Professor J. S. Bates, Chem.E., Ph.D., Superin- 
tendent of the Forest Products Laboratories of 
Canada, by Professor R. W. Sterns, B.Sc., 
Chief of Division of Timber Tests. The work 
gives the results of small clear specimen tests 
on Douglas Fir, and describes the methods of 
making the tests. 


John Stow Commemoration. 


Members of the London and Middlesex 
Archzxological and of other societies visited St. 
Andrew’s Undershaft on Saturday last to do 
honour to John Stow, the chronicler, who was 
buried there. The annual ceremony of renewing 
the quill pen in the hand of his effigy was per- 
formed by Lady Brabrook, wife of Sir Edward 
Brabrook, president of the London and Middle- 
sex Archeological Society. Roses and carna- 
tions were placed beneath the effigy, with the 
inscription, *‘ To John Stow, to whose labours his 
own and subsequent ages have been indebted for 
their knowledge and enjoyment of London and 
her story.” 


Supply of Raw Material after the War. 


America coming into the war has accentuated 
cone problem very acutely. That problem is 
the heavy demands made upon the world’s 
supply of certain raw materials. To secure its 
proper allocation from the general pool, the 
Admiralty is seeking to obtain from its con- 
tractors, including ship repairers, their pros- 
pective needs of these particular materials. 
With this in view, towards the end of June, 
Admiralty contractors will receive forms, 
asking them to give their requirements, and 
ship-repairing firms will receive forms asking 
them to give their average past consumption 
during the last six months. 


Regional Survey. 


A new movement of interest has been started 
at Liverpool in the formation of a Liverpool 
and District Regional Survey Association. 
The objects of the Association are :—(1) To 
encourage the making of detailed surveys— 
physical, historic, economic, and _ social—of 
the Liverpool district, and the collection and 
co-ordination of data hearing on its past 
development, present conditions, and future 
possibilities; (2) to bring into effective co- 
operation for this purpose different groups of 
workers and types of organisation ; (3) to pro- 
vide facilities for expressing the data so col- 
lected in the form of specially-prepared maps 
and reports likely to be of public interest and 
utility. 


Institute of Scottish Architects. 


The report by the president and council sub- 
mitted to the second annual convention of the 
Institute of Scottish Architects in Glasgow states 
that owing to the war the request for the services 
of architects has been steadily decreasing, but it 
is confidently hoped that on the ces°ation of hos- 
tilities the profession will have plenty of work 
entrusted to them. The council have devoted 
much attention to the housing of the working 
classes after the war. ‘They offered to the Local 
Government Board suggestions as to how the 
best designs might be obtained for such schemes, 
and they discussed with the Board the method 
of carrying out the competition for designs of 
houses and the laying out of sites. ‘The council 
believe that their action has gone far in further 
ing the interests of the profession, while the 
result will be undoubtedly to the benefit of the 
whole community. 


Housing and the Housewife. 


The Women’s Housing Sub-Committee, set up 
byjthe}Minister™of Reconstruction, has™ been 
entrusted with the task of inspecting specimen 
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houses built for the working class,fandjadvising 
on housing plans ‘‘ with special reference to the 
convenience of the housewife.’’ At every stage 
of their inquiries, they state, they have been con- 
fronted with evidence that the housewife’s needs 
require closer consideration than they have so 
far received. An appeal is therefore made to’all 
women’s organisations and to those individuals 
who have made a special study of the question, 
first, to use the full extent of their resources in 
stimulating, among working women, investiga- 
tion and discussion of housing problems from the 
housewife’s point of view, and, secondly, to 
furnish the sub-committee with reports on any 
investigations and conferences for which they 

are responsible. Points of special importance 

which are suggested for discussion are the 

position of the bath ; arrangements for cooking, 

heating and hot water supply ; number, size and 

ventilation of bedrooms. Any reports and com- 

munications should be addressed to the Secretary 

of the Women’s Housing Sub-Committee, 

Ministry of Reconstruction, 2, Queen Anne’s- 

gate-buildings, London, 8.W. 1. 


New Trade Boards. 


In the House of Commons, on Monday, a 
discussion took place on industrial relations 
in the future, when the motion for the second 
reading of the Trade Boards Bill was taken. 
Mr. George Roberts (Minister of Labour), 
said that the Bill gave power to his department 
to set up trade boards in any trade in which 
he considered such a step expedient, having 
regard to the wages paid in that trade, instead 
of only in a trade in which the rate of wages 
was exceptionally low. The trade boards 
would be given discretionary power to secure 
a minimum rate of remuneration for picce- 
workers and to fix differential rates for over- 
time and Sunday labour. It was further pro- 
vided that the trade boards might act in the 
spirit of the Whitley Report by making recom- 
mendations to a Government Department with 
reference to conditions in a trade. It was his 
ambition to see the whole of industry covered 
by industrial councils or wages boards.—Mr. 
Whitley said that the Committee of which he 
was chairman had looked upon trade boards 
as necessary in certain cases, but always as a 
stepping-stone to responsible self-government 
within an industry. We pointed out that the 
best way for an industry to minimize the need 
of a trade board was to go ahead as speedily as 
possible with the organization of an industrial 

After a long discussion, the Bill was 
second time without a division. 
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ithe RILB.A, Associateship: War Regulations. 


On the recommendation of the Board of 
Architectural Education the Council of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects have 
granted temporary concessions to students, 
R.L.B.A., and others secking to qualify for 
Associateship, R.1.B.A. These concessions in- 
clude (a) special war exemption for students, 
R.1.B.A., who have attained the age of 21 years, 
and (1) have passed the Intermediate Examina- 
tion, or have passed through a full course at 
any of the schools recognised by the R.1.B.A., 
and received certificates which give exemption 
from that examination, and (2) have served in 
some full-time employment in His Majesty's 
Forces during the war for a period of not lesg 
than two years, or have relinquished their 
commissions or been discharged from service 
after less than that period, owing to wounds or 
other disability arising from or in such service ; 
(b) special war examination open for three years, 
after the declaration of peace to candidates who 
have attained the age of at least 21 years and 
are not eligible for, or desirous of availing 
themselves of, the special war exemption, and 
have served in some full-time employment in 
His Majesty’s Forces during the war for a 
period of not less than two years, or have 
relinquished their commissions or been dis- 
charged from service after less than that period, 
owing to wounds or other disability arising 
from or in such service, Further particulars 
of these concessions may be had from the 
Secretary, R.I.B.A. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Research Institute, Addlestone, for the 
Board of Agriculture. 


A site of some forty acres of ground was 
acquired at Newhaw, Weybridge, and upon it 
have been erected the group of buildings shown 
in the illustrations for the investigation of 
diseases of animals by the Board cf Agriculture 
and Fisheries. 

The main laboratories and administration 
buildings are placed some 435 feet from the 
road, and the buildings for accommodation of 
the onimals are grouped round a quadrangle, 
288 ft. by 256 ft., lying at the rear and to the 
north-west of the main building. 

Main Building.—The groun 1 floor is occupied 
by research laboratories, general Office, 
incubating Chamber, Sterilizing room, &c. 
The first floor is occupied by veterinary library, 
museum and offices; the library is alsu 
arranged for kinematograph demonstrations 
and _ lectures. 

The building is centrally heated with low 
pressure hot water and lighted by electricity 
throughout. The laboratory and corridor floors 
are executed in terrazzo and the walls are 
lined with ivory white glazed tiles, all angles 


being rounded. The incubator room is 
insuleted with 2 in. teak linings and slag wocl 
packing. 


The laboratory tables and benches, on hygienic 
grounds, are made movable, of solid teak, and 
with “ Vitrolite ’ tops secured to rubber seat- 
ings. Helf h.p. motors, for small centrifuges, as 
well as water motors, are provided in a number 
of the laboratories. 

Subsidiary Buildings.—Cold storage plant is 
provided for serum storage as also electric 
motors and centrifuges. A building is provided 
for water-driven centrifuges and shakers. 
Petrol-driven motors are provided for chaff 
cutting and fvod preparation for animals. 
A 2ft. gauge light railway is provided for 
fodder and litter distribution. 

The isolation buildings are divided up into 
separate compartments (10 ft. square) with 
granolithic floors, cement rendered walls and 
concrete ceilings ; the mangers and hay racks 
are of iron heavily galvanized and made movable 
for sterilizing. A cottage is provided near the 
entrance gates from road in addition to the one 
shown on plan. 

Three bedrooms for out-door workers are 
pr: vided on the first floor of the mess room 
block ; and the first floor of the food-mixing 
block is devoted to storage for hay, chaff, &c. 

The Dorking Brick Co.’s mottled bricks have 
been vsed for facings generally ; and Messrs. 
Lawrence & Sons’ mottled facings for the 
administration building. The roofs have been 
covered with sand-faced tiles, 

The building contract has been carried out 
by Mr. E. C. Hughes, of Wokingham, and the 
following ccntractors have also executed 
work :-- 


Heating: Boulting & Co. 


Lighting: Clarke & Co, 
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Centrifuges and motors: British Thompson 
Houston Co. and Baird & Tatlock. 
Sterilizing plant: Cannon & Sons. 
Refrigerating plant: J. E. Hall, Ltd. 
Animal destructor: Meldrums, Ltd. 
Laboratory fittings: G. M. Hammer & Co., 
_ and Educational Supply Association, 
td. 
Scientific: Brown & Sons; {!. Hearson & Co., 
Ltd. ; and Baird & Tatlock, Ltd. 
-. Tiling end terrazzo: Carter & Co. (London), 
td 


Wood b'ock floors: Vertigan & Co. 

Sewage lift: Adams’ Hydraulics, Ltd. 

Cow heuse and isolation box fittings: 
Young & C>. (Westminster), Ltd. 

Piggery fittings : J. Allen, Senr., & Sons, Ltd. 

The buildings have been carried out from 
the design and under the supervision of Mr. 
- z Dyke, A.R.I.B.A., of H.M. Office of 

Jorks. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Artistic Homes. 


Sir,—Mr. Baillie Scott, in your issue for the 
7th inst., hardly does justice to my letter in the 
Westminster Gazette, as I wrote more or less for 
the general public, feeling that architects, who 
know their business, do nct need telling these 
things. 

He says I rather implied that “ the old 
English cottage would be unhealthy for anyone 
not spending most of his time outside it.” This 
certainly was not what I meant, and I merely 
suggested that warm, low rooms in the country 
were much more comfortable to live in than the 
high, cold and draughty ones insisted upon by 
our wiseacres. When we consider that in 
almost every rural] village in England fully 50 
per cent. of the houses are more than a hundred 
years old, that families are brought up healthily 
and happily in them, without all these new 
contrivances and water supplies and drainage 
systems, which apparently are so desirable, we 
must feel it is sheer nonsense to argue that these 
old bvildings should be swept away on the 
pretence that they are hetbeds of disease and 
sickness. 

Mr. Scott again—perhaps unintentionally— 
misquotes my letter in saying that “‘I hardly 
realise the possibilities of the building art,” 
when I say it is not possible te ring many 
changes on the “ construction” of cottages. 
I said a cottage was a simple question of 
** planning ” the accommodation wanted, “ that 
one cannot ring many changes on the ‘ require- 
ments,’ ”’ which is altogether a different matter 
to the “ construction” of the cottage. Here 
it will be in the employment of old and new 
materials, in their arrangement and form that 
the skill of ovr designers will be shown, for it is 
quite evident that much as we may like to build 
in the local vernacular, cost will be the great 
stumbling block to one’s ambitions. 

So many writers seem to be unable to separate 
in their minds the requirements of an urban 
district and the immediate surroundings of a 
manufacturing centre, from thcse of a purely 
rural locality. 

In the former we have an cpportunity for 
some town planning or grouping of the houses 
and in these, with their supplies of gas and 
electricity and water. the modern demands can 
be met; but it is in the villages which are the 
homes of our agricultural classes where, in my 
opinion, most of these ideals are impossible of 
fulfilment. 

It is quite certain that after the war, workers 
on the land will be much more numerous than 
now, and with the introduction of small holdings, 
the breaking up of large estates and the increase 
of individual farms, that a great number of 
cottages will have to be built. But, as your 
correspondent G. J. 8. rightly says, these’ will 
not be in the present villages, but will be 
scattered about to suit the local circumstances, 
but primarily to be near where the work is done. 

Anyone who understands country require- 
ments knows "that it™is'no use¥putting up a 
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cottage for a labourer two or more miles from 
his work ; he must be near it, and it is in the 
outlying cottages that the Utopian suggestions 
=< “1 newspaper journalists will so lamentably 
ail. 

Here water must be obteined from a well, ¢ 
neighbouring spring, drainage reduced to a 
minimum, and the cottage in every way adapted 
te suit local conditions, and if properly done 
there is not the least objection. 

Are we not losing all sense of proportion in 
these discussions on cottage building and housing 
schemes ? It seems to be accepted as a general 
axiom by our idealists that all cottages of the 
present day are bad in plan, insanitary, and 
should be, from a hygienic point of view, con- 
demned out of hand. Taking England as a 
whole, how rare it is to find any serious outbreak 
(f disease directly attributable to insanitary 
and unhealthy surroundings in country districts. 

In manufacturing towns and cities everyone 
willfadmit that the bulk of the housing condi- 
tions for the workers are deplorable, and a 
disgrace to the community, end the sooner a 
clean sweep is made of whole areas the better ; 
but I do pretest egainst classing the country 
cottages under the same category, and [ still 
contend thet much economy would be effected 
and the purpose equally well served if existing 
buildings, where they are sound and sanitary, 
were carefully repaired and altered, and by so 
dcing maintaining the Ilceal traditions and 
characteristics which are so typical of rural 
England. 

E. Guy Dawsenr. 
me 


OBITUARY. 


Second Lieutenant H. C. Notley. 


Second Lieutenant Herbert Carr Notley 
(Bertie), Royal Lancaster Regiment, who was 
born in 1879, was the eldest son of Mr. Richard 
A. Notley, cf: Larksfield, Eagishel Green, 
Surrey. He was educated at Haileybury, anc 
was by profession an architect and a member 
of the R.I.B.A. He enlisted in the Artists’ 
Rifles in 1914, served in France and Salonica in 
the Kensington Battalion, London Regiment, 
23a private, returned to England in 1917, and 
obtained his commission in the Royal Lancaster 
Regiment, which he joined at the tront in 
October, 1917. 

Mr. J. Beer. 


Many of our readers will regret to hear of the 
death, at the age of sixty-seven, of Mr. J. Beer, 
who was a well-known member of the Provident 
Institution of Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of 
Works, having been connected with it for 
twenty-four years and for the last eighteen years 
a3 corresponding secretary. He devoted much 
of his time to. the affairs of the Institution, and 
was greatly esteemed by all those who knew 
him well. For many years he was Clerk of 
Werks for the Ecclesiastical Commissioners in 
London. A memorial service wes held at St. 
John’s the Divine, Kennington, cn Saturday last 
week, and the interment took place at Norwood 
Cemetery. 





-——- =e 
MEETINGS. 
THURSDAY-SATURDAY, June 20-22. 

Institution of Municipal and County Engineers. 
—Forty-fifth Annual General Meeting, at the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Gt. George-street, 
Westminster. 

Monpay, June 24. 

Royal Institute of British Architects.—To 
present the Royal Gold Medal for the promotion 
of architecture to Mr. Ernest Newton, A.R.A., 
Past President. 5.30 p.m. 


——e-_-_e 
Book Received. 


“ ADMIRALS OF THE British Navy.” Draw- 
ings by Francis Dodd. Part. 2. Price 5s. net. 
(London: Country Life Office, 20, Tavistock- 
street, Covent Garden, W.C.) 
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LABORATORY OF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTUREY 
AND FISHERIES NEW HAW WEYBRIDGE SURREY 
FOR THE INVESTIGATION & CONTROL OF DISEASES OF ANIMALS _| 
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LEGAL SECTION. 


NOTES QN CURRENT CASES. 
Landlord and Tenant. 


Tne case of Henman v. Berliner (Zhe Times, 
May 16) raised some very interesting points in 
connection with the law of landlord and tenant. 
In 1909 the defendant entered into negotiations 
with the plaintiff to take the house of the latter 
on lease. There was some correspondence on 
the subject of the drains, and ultimately the 
plaintiff offered to put the drains into sound 
condition if an increase in the rent was agreed 
to. This offer was accepted by the defendant, 
and then a lease was completed, but it con- 
tained no reference to the above agreement. 
In 1916 a case of diphtheria occurred on the pre- 
mises, and, after investigation by the sanitary 
authority, a magistrate’s order was made against 
the plaintiff as landlord to put the drains in 
order. This work involved an expenditure of 
some £130, and the plaintiff was seeking to 
recover this sum from the defendant, either 
under the covenant in the lease to repair or in 
the alternative under a covenant that the 
defendant was to pay “ all outgoings.” 

The Court found as a fact that the plaintiff 
had never done any repairs to the drains, and 
had the work been done the magistrate’s order 
would never have been made. It was also 
found that the defendant would never have 
accepted the lease unless under the agreement 
the drains had first been put into good order, 
and in these circumstances the word“ out- 
guings ” in the covenant did not apply to work 
which the landlord had expressly contracted 
to do. 

It was laid down in Foulger v. Arding (1902 
2 K.B. 700) by the Court of Appeal that such 
covenants in leases must be construed as re- 
lating to matters which may reasonably be sup- 
posed to have been in the contemplation of the 
parties, and this was illustrated in that case by 
the Court, which laid dewn that, although a 
tenant might be compelled by words in a 
coyenant ty remedy @ nuisance, even under a 
lease containing no repairing covenant, it would 
be otherwise if un order were made that the 
premises must be pulled down because they 
infringed the building line, as such a con- 
tingency can never have been contemplated 
by the parties. 

The word in the covenant in that case was 
* impositions,”’ but in Stockdale v. Ascherberg 
(1904 1 K.B. 447) it was, as in this case, ‘‘ out- 
goings” and it was held to impose on a tenant 
for three years at a rental of £55, the obligation 
of reconstructing the drainage system on the 
order of the sanitary authority at a cost of 
£83 10s. 

In the present case it was made a condition 
precedent that the drains should be put into 
order by the lessor, and the lessee had taken 
every precaution that a prudent person could 
take to secure the premises being put into sani- 
tary condition before executing the lease. If 
this condition precedent had been performed by 
the lessor, and subsequently the drains had got 
out of order and an order was made by the sani- 
tary authority, then, of course, that would be 
= ” for which the tenant would be 

able. 


_ A case which resembles that under considera- 
tion, except that the respective covenants of the 
lessor and the lessee were contained in the 
lease, is Howe v. Botwood (1913 2 K.B. 397). 
There the lessee’s covenant was “‘ to pay and dis- 
charge all assessments, charges and outgoings 
whatsoever which now are or during the said 
term shall be imposed or charged on the 
premises or the landlord or tenant . . .’’ but the 
lessor had covenanted “ to keep the exterior 
of the ‘said dwelling house and buildings in 
repair. 

The lessee complained to the lessor of the state 
of the drains, and subsequently an order was 
made on the lesscr requiring him to abate a 
hulsance and to execute certain works on the 


drains outside the house, and the lessor having 
executed the work, sought to recover from the 
lessee such an amount as was due to recon- 
struction and renewal as distinguished from 
repair under the covenant to pay all outgoings. 
The Court, on the authority of Lurcott v. 
Wakely (1911 1 K.B. 905) held that the 
covenant to repair includes renewals and re- 
placements so far as they are necessary for the 
work of repair, and that the lessee’s covenant 
must be read as subject to the performance by 
the landlord of his covenant. 

Another case of interest to landlords and 
tenants is Melles v. W. O. Holme (Weekly Notes, 
May 4). 

The defendants were owners of a house of 
which they had leased certain rooms on the 
first and second floors to the plaintiffs. The 
plaintifis had covenanted that they would only 
use the rooms as a store and showroom for their 
goods, and the defendants covenanted that they 
would, during the term, keep the outside of the 
premises and the roof and walls and drains in 
good and tenantable condition. The defendants 
retained in their own hands the occupation and 
control of the roof. 

A rain-water gutter with a downflow pipe 
from the roof became choked, and the water 
flowed down through the roof and damaged 
the plaintiffs’ goods, and the plaintiffs sued the 
defendants in the County Court for breach of 
their covenant to keep the roof in good con- 
dition. The County Ccurt judge had dismissed 
the action as he found that, apart from the 
stoppage to the pipe from the intrusion of 
foreign matter, the roof and gutters were in 
good condition ; and he also held that even if 
the stoppage amounted to a want of tenantable 
condition the defendants were not liable, as no 
notice had been given to them of the stoppage 
before the damage occurred. 

The Divisional Court reversed this finding 
on both grounds, holding that the rule that a 
landlord who has covenanted with his tenant 
to repair is not liable for damage caused by the 
defective condition of the premises unless he 
had express notice of the want of repair, has no 
application where only a portion of the premises 
is demised and the landlord retains under his 
control that portion the defective condition of 
which causes the damage; and secondly, that 
having regard to the defendants’ knowledge of 
the purpose for which the rooms were taken by 
the plaintiff, and the fact that freedom from 
damp was in the contemplation of both parties, 
the defendants, in permitting the gutter to 
become choked, had committed a breach of the 
covenant to keep the roof in good and tenantable 
condition. 

In an article on “ The Law as to Buildings let 
as Flats,” in our issue for March 3, 1916, we 
drew attention to the uncertainty and difficulty 
of the law as regards the liability of the landlord 
where some portions of the building are let and 
other portions remain in the landlord’s control, 
but the difficulty we referred to in the cases 
cited in that article arcse from the fact that in 
most leases of flats the lease refers only to that 
portion of the premises let, and is silent on the 
question of the landlord’s duties as regards the 
portions of the building which he retains under 
his control, and, therefore, it becomes a question 
what duties the law will imply on the part of the 
landlord. In the case we are considering, 
however, the tenant had adopted the ccurse we 
had recommended in that article, and had 
protected himself by having an express clause 


- inserted in the lease referring to the roof. 


With regard to such clauses,’ however, it 
appears that some doubt may arise as to whether 
a temporary stoppage of a gutter is covered by 
the words used. For instance, the word 
“repair ’’ might be held not. to cover such a 
contingency, but in this connection it may be 
observed that in Hargroves v. Hartopp (1905, 
1 K.B. 472), although in that case there was 
no covenant by the landlord to repair the pre- 


mises of which the plaintiff was tenant of a floor, 
yet the court held that there was a duty upon 
the landlord to see that the gutters did not 
become stopped up, but in that case the plaintiff 
had drawn the attention of the landlord to the 
condition «f the gutters. This decision was 
considered in Hart v. Rogers (1916, 1 K.B. 646), 
and not disapproved, but the learned judge in 
that case referred to the unsatisfactory uncer- 
tainty in the law. The words used in the case 
we are considering, “ good and tenantable con- 
dition,”’ would seem to be preferable to “ repair,” 
but it is to be noted that even in regard to this 


‘covenant the court referred to the expressed 


intention of the parties when leasing the 
premises and prayed in aid the knowledge of 
the parties of the special use the premises were 
to be put to. Having regar’ to the uncertainty 
in the law on this subject, where parts of build- 
ings are let, the safest course would appear to 
be to expressly stipulate thi t the lessor shall 
attend to the gutters and rain- water courses on 
those portions of the premises over which he 
retains control, and although lessors are chary of 
entering inte unusual covenants, it must be 
remembered that it is to the intefest.of all 
parties to avoid litigation. 


Workmen’s Compensation. 

In a note in a previous Legal Section 
we considered the decision of the House of 
Lords in the recent case, Charles R. Davidson v. 
McRobb (1918 A.C. 249), which appeared to 
settle some difficult questions under the Work- 
men’s Compensation Act, where the employ- 
ment is continuous, as in the case of seamen or 
domestic servants; and although in that case 
the man was returning to a ship, having been 
absent for purposes of his own, there were dicta 
in the judgments delivered which seemed to 
indicate that persons engaged on the premises, 
even though not at wor at the time the accident 
occurred, but eating or sleeping, are ‘in the 
course of their employment,” and it was stated 
explicitly by the Lord Chancellor that if the 
accident was such as happened in Thom ». 
Sinclair (1917 A.C. 127—-see The Builder, 
June 22, 1917) it would arise ‘out of” the 
employment. The Lord Chancellor differed 
from the rest of the Lords, but not on this 
point. In Thom’s case it will be remembered 
a woman working in a shed as a fish-curer was 
injured by the falling of a wall which was being 
erected on a neighbouring property. According 
to the decisions delivered in that case, taken in 
conjunction with the decision in Davidson's 
case, it would appear that it would have made 
no difference if the woman had been in bed, 
where she was told to sleep, and the wall had 
fallen and injured her there. 

As Lord Haldane put it, to satisfy the Statute, 
the injury must have arisen not only by reason 
of the presence of the workman at a particular 
spot at a particular time, but because of some 
special circumstance attending the employment 
of the workman there, and the falling of the 
particular roof could only happen in one place, 
and the presence there of the person injured was 
due to the employment, 

In Davidson’s case it was pointed out that 
the accident must not be wholly extraneous, 
however, to the employment, as for instance, in 
the case of a servant taking meals on the 
premises accidentally choking whilst eating. 

We have referred to this Jecision in @ 
previ.us issue at length, but we are con- 
sidering the question once again because of 
a decision since delivered by the Court of 
in the case, Philbin v. Hayes (Weekly Notes, 
May 18.) 

In this case the respondents were contractors 
engaged in the construction of an extension to 
Messrs. Cammell, Laird & Co.'s steel works, and 
they had been obliged to import labour into the 
district, the local supply being insufficient, and 
as all the labourers could not be housed, a 
Government permit had been obtained te erect 
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huts in which to house those men who could 
not be housed locally. The hut and sleeping 
accommodation were charged to the workmen 
at twopence a night, but there was no obligation 
on the men to use the huts if they could obtain 
sleeping quarters elsewhere. The applicant 
was occupying a hut and was asleep in it, when, 
in a violent storm, it was blown down and he 
sustained scrious injuries. 

The Court of Appeal distinguished Davidson’s 
case and reversed the finding of the arbitrator 
awarding the man compensation, on the ground 
that the man here was not living in the hut upon 
any term in the contract for the employer's 
benefit, but was in the same position as if he 
was merely living in a house provided for him 
by his employer. - 
- It will be seen the decision does not conflict 
with any of the dicta we have referred to in 
Davidson’s case, as the Court has treated the 
man as not engaged to live on the premises nor 
as compelled by his contract to be in the particu- 
lar place at a certain time, and has distinguished 
Davidson's case on these grounds; but all the 
same the case appears somewhat a hard one, 
as, owing to the lack of accommodation, the 
man appears hardly to have been a free agent, 
and, therefore, very much in the same position 
as a person who, under contract lives on the 
premises. The case is very near the line, and 
the decision seems to import again some 
uncertainty in the application of the law. 


_-——_+——-o—___——_ 
LAW REPORTS. 


King’s Bench Division. 
(Before Justices Arkin and SHFARMAN.) 


Euston Road Building Line. 
London County Council v. Metropolitan 
Railway Co. 

Tur Court delivered its reserved judgment in 
this case on June 14, the case having reference 
to the building line in the EKuston-road, extend- 
ing from the Hampstead-road to Osnaburgh- 
street. The facts sufficiently appear from the 
following judgments. 

Mr. Justice Atkin said that in this case the 
owners of premises, 378 and 384, Euston-road, 
abutting on the north side of the road, were 
desirous of erecting new buidlings on the site, 
and for that purpose it was necessary to ascer- 
tain the general building line of buildings to 
which the buildings would have to conform. 
The statutory provisions relating to the matter 
were laid down in the London Building Act, 
sub-section 22, which provided that no building 
should be erected without such general line 
having been defined by the superintending 
architect. In order to ascertain the general 
line of buildings the Building Act Committee 
of the London County Council passed a resolu- 
tion requiring the superintending architect to 
define the general line as far as related to the 
portion of the road under consideration. On 
September 28, 1909, a certificate was made, 
fixing the general line between Hampstead- 
road and Osnaburgh-street. By section 25 a 
right of appeal was given by persons aggrieved. 
There were appeals by most of the persons 
having property abutting on the highway on 
the line. By section 183, the Tribunal of 
Appeal had power to hear and determine 
appeals. The Metropolitan Railway Company 
appealed in 1909. All the appeals were heard 
together, and in De*«mber, 1909, the Tribunal 
of Appeal delivered a written judgment. In 
January, 1910, they made an order in writing, 
and tho effect of the decision of the Tribunal 
was this, that they divided the distance com- 
prised in the architect’s certificate into three 
sectors. In July, 1912, the Tribunal stated a 
case, and the question was whether, so far as 
regarded the defining of the general building 
line the order was right. The matter went to 
the House of Lords in 1915, who held that the 
Tribunal’s decision was right. After that 
decision the London County Council required a 
case to be stated by the Tribunal. In his 
lordship’s opinion it was the duty of the Tribunal 
to determine the iine of buildings to which the 
proposed buildings ought to conform. He did 
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not think it was competent for them to go on, 
and form building lines on the right and the 
left. The Tribunal were not entitled to fix a 
building line between certain points in that par- 
ticular strip of road from the Hampstead-road 
to Osnaburgh-street. In his opinion the appeal 
should be allowed, and the order of the Tribunal 
amended. As, however his learned brother 
took a different view, the order of the Tribunal 
would stand, and there would be no order as to 
costs. 

Mr. Justice Shearman thought it was not 
beyond the powers of the superintending 
architect to act as he had in this matter. In 
his view the Tribunal of Appeal was not a mere 
appellate court without jurisdiction of its own. 
He thought there was nothing to show that 
they arrived at a wrong decision, and he there- 
fore was of opinion that the appeal should be 
dismissed. ; 

In the result, therefore, the order of the 
Tribunal was affirmed without costs. 

Leave to appeal was granted. 


—_——__1—— 


The Court of Appeal. 


(Before the MASTER oF THE Rotrs and Lorps 
Justices ScrurTon and DuKE.) 


Roe v. R. A. Naylor, Ltd. 


In this case the defendants, who carry on the 
business of timber merchants at Warrington, 
appealed from a judgment of a Divisional 
Court consisting of Justices A. T. Lawrence 
and Avory, affirming a decision of Judge 
Howard Smith sitting at the Wolverhampton 
County Court. 

The case raised a curious and important point 
in regard to the provisions of a contract or 
what is known as a seller’s note, which is 
almost invariably used by timber merchants. 

The facts were these : On February 11, 1916, 
the plaintiff, a builder at Wolverhampton, 
gave to a traveller employed by the defendants 
a verbal order for a certain quantity of specified 
timber. Subsequently, the defendants ratified 
this order by a contract note containing clauses 
of a conditional nature, which provided in 
effect that if the sellers, when they received the 
order at their head office had not the goods on 
hand and at liberty for delivery, they were 
entitled to cancel their delivery. The County 
Court Judge heard the trial of the action in 
1916,when the plaintiff sought to recover damages 
upon the ground that the defendants had 
not delivered the timber in accordance with his 
verbal order, and the learned Judge found in 
favour of the builder. From this decision the 
defendants appealed to a Divisional Court 
composed of Justices Bailhache and Atkin, 
who remitted the case to Judge Howard Smith 
to determine whether the contract note con- 
tained such conditions printed on it as would 
be calculated to mislead Mr. Roe, who was a 
very near-sighted gentleman. His Honour, on 
the second trial, found that the contract note 
was printed and written in such a way as was 
calculated to mislead Mr. Roe from noticing 
the reservation as to delivery, and again held 
in his favour. From this decision the defend- 
ants again appealed to the Divisional Court upon 
the ground that the County Court Judge, de- 
spite t!.c overwhelming evidence that the con- 
ditions of the contract note were usual and that 
it was the custom of the timber trade to cover 
an order for timber only subject to the quantity 
in the timber merchant’s yard ready for delivery 
at the time of the receipt of the order, had 
wrongfully found for Mr. Roe, whereas he should 
have entered judgment for the defendants. 
The Divisional Court held that the County 
Court Judge, having found as a fact that the 
note was misleading, the Court could not inter- 
fere with his decision, and the defendants’ 
appeal was accordingly dismissed, and from 
this decision the defendants now appealed to 
the Court of Appeal. 

Mr. Cyril Atkinson, K.C., and Mr. A. Ward 
appeared in support of the appeal, and Mr. 
Rigby Swift, K.C., and Mr. J. G. Hurst for the 
respondent, Mr. Roe. At the conclusion of the 
argument, the Master of the Rolls, in the course 
of his judgment dismissing theTappeal, said 
that according to the finding of the County 
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Court Judge on the second trial, Mr. Roe did 
not see the conditions on the sold note. He was 
very short-sighted and was unable to read it 
even with glasses, and he never saw it. Tho 
County Court Judge also found that, having 
regard to the very small print of the condition 
and to the position, an ordinary business man 
would have failed to notice it and could be 
excused from doing so. There was evidence 
on which the learned Judge could arrive at the 
finding of fact. It was not disputed that there 
had been a verbal contract entered into on 
February 11, 1916. If the fact that there was 
a verbal contract was not disputed and the 
evidence was all one way, it was not necessary 
that there should be an express finding of the 
existence of the verbal contract. In his lord- 
ship’s opinion there was nothing to prevent 
Mr. Roe from relying upon the verbal contract ; 
and on the facts found by the County Court 
Judge he was entitled to recover damages from 
the defendant’s failure to carry out their part 
of the contract. The appeal failed,”and must 
be dismissed with costs. 


———_*—— —__—_ 


THE SOUTH WALES 
INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 
AND HOUSING. 


WE have received the following copy of a 
letter which has been sent to all Urban and 
District councils inSouth Wales and Monmouth- 
shire from the Scuth Wales Institute of Archi- 
tects and the South Wales Building Trade 
Employers’ Federation :— 

“A Joint Conference of Representatives of 
the South Wales Institute of Architects and 
the South Wales Building Trades Employers’ 
Federation was held cn May 31, for the pur- 
pose of considering the question of providing 
additional houses tor the working classes, so 
soon as circumstances will permit. The imme- 
diate need of such houses and the responsibility 
of the authorities to take the necessary steps to 
provide them were full, realised. 

** It was recognised that until recent years the 
enterprise of the builder was responsible for the 
prevision of neerly the whole of the small houses 
erected, and that the present shortage througb- 
ovt the country is entirely due to circumstances 
outside his control, which have made the build- 
ing of these houses unremunerative. 

* The Conference fully appreciated the efforts 
being made by the Government and public 
bodies te deal with the important and difficult 
problem of providing further housing accom- 
modation, and the societies represented pledged 
themselves to offer their whole-hearted support 
and assistance to any equitable scheme in this 
direction. At the same time it was decided that 
in the interests of the community, the attention 
of every borough, urban and rural district 
council in South Wales and Monmouthshire 
should be drawn to the danger of surrendering 
their powers as administrative bodies to syndi- 
cates, trusts, and limited companies, who are 
now so actively engaged in endeavouring to 
induce the various authorities to entrust them 
with the preparation and carrying out of 
important housing schemes. The Conference 
further decided to point out that it has been 
the general custom in the past for building 
syndicates to resort to sub-contracting and 
piecework, which practices are conducive to bad 
workmanship and unrest among the workmen, 
and for these reasons are condemned by archi- 
tects,. builders, and the trades unions. 

“The Conference in conclusion wished to 
impress upon the various authorities the import- 
ance of giving careful and due consideration to 
the advantages of obtaining the services of the 
best qualified architects and builders before 
entrusting their building schemes to trading 
organisations. 

On behalf of the South Wales Institute of 

Architects : 
J. Cook Rees. President. 
C. H. Kemprnornet, Hon. Secretary. 

On behalf of the South Wales Building Trades 

Employers’ Federation : 
D. ANDERSON, President. 
Isaac WATKINS, Secretary.” 
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THE BUILDING TRADE. 


PAINTERS’ WAR TIME 
PROBLEMS. 
By Artuur 8S. JENNINGS, F.I.B.D. 


f So many Government restrictions affect the 
purchase and use of peinters’ materials at the 
present time that many painters are in con- 
siderable doubt as to how far they can carry on 
at all. The difficulties may be divided under 
two heads—(a) what materials may be freely 
used without permit, and (b) what substitutes 
are available. The following questions are 
among those which have been put to me in one 
form or another during the last few months, and 
are selected as being likely to prove of general 
interest. 

(1) “Is it necessary to obtain a permit or 

licence before carrying out ordinary decorative 
work including plain painting ? ” 
- You do not need a permit unless the total cost 
of the whole completed work exceeds the sum 
of £500. If it does exceed that amount you 
should apply for a licenee in writing to the 
General Secretary, Ministry of Munitions, 6, 
Whitehall-gardens, 8.W., and give full particu- 
lars and the description and locality of the work 
and the purpose for which it is intended. It 
is, of course, assumed that you will adhere to 
the provisions of the various Orders for regu- 
lating the purchase and use of particular 
materials, some of which are referred to here- 
under. 

(2) “I have in stock some white 'ead, zinc 
oxide and Charlton white in paste form « round 
in linseed oil, also some paste and liquid «+ °rs, 
a few gallons of linseed oil and turpentine and 
a moderate stock of the usual painters’ materials. 
Which of these may I use without licence ? ” 

White lead, red lead, and other lead com- 
pounds may not be used at all without a licence, 
and applications for such licence should be sent 
to the Director of Materials, A.M.°2 E., Hotel 
Victoria, Northumberland-avenue, W.C. 2, the 
envelope being marked ‘‘ Lead Licence.”” Such 
permit is very difficult to obtain. The Order 
provides for a return being made of all lead in 
stock, but I believe thet many decorators who 
have only small stocks have not actually done 
this. Zine oxide, Charlton white and other zinc 

mmpounds may be used for urgent repairs up 

» Lowt. of paint. There is nothing to show 
‘ac exact meaning of “ urgent,” but I take it 
that mere decorative work would not be looked 
upon a» urgent unless in the case of a public 
i: had become very dirty, when a 

washable water paint made on a base of litho- 
pone or Chariton white could probably be used 
without risk. Driers, both paste’and liquid, can 
be used if they contein not more than 3 per cent. 
of lead. With regard to linseed oil, you may 
use what you have’in stock without permit. 
Turpentine and turpentine substitutes are 
limited to 5 gallons in all in one calendar month; 
beyond that a licence is necessary. 

Applications should be made to the Con- 
troller, Mineral Oil Production Department 
(M.P.S.), Ministry of Munitions, 8, Northumber- 
land-avenue, W.C.2. Most of the painters’ 
colours can be used excepting those containing 
lead. Chrome vellow i: therefore barred. 
'\'th regard to existing stocks of lead colours, 
'» the Government have not purchased up such 
‘ocks it appears that they tacitly allow such 
stocks to be used without permit, «lthough 
under the Order the use is clearly forbidden. 

(3) “I understand that the production of 
paper has been reduced by Government order. 
How does this affect wall paper? Are there 
«ny restrictions relating to the use and purchese 
vl paperhangings ? ” 

The restrictions as to the production of wall- 
paper affect the manufacturers only and there 
are no restrictions as to the use or purchase. 
On the other hand, by the order of the Food 
Controller, you may not use a paste composed 
of flour suitable for food; other adhesives, 


room + \ 


however, can be obtained of your wholesale 
merchant. You can also obtain special mate- 
rials for cleaning wall-paper, which in many 
cases will render an old paper, quite respectable 
in appearance. 

r (4) “In making application for permission to 
use white lead on work which is likely to be 
seriously affected unless it is repainted, what 
sort of a certificate as to the actual condition 
of the work is necessary ? ” 

- A certificate should be given by a borough 
surveyor, well-known architect or, say, the 
President of the local Master Painters’ Associa- 
tion, in each case aftor having carefully inspected 
the work. It should give the date when the 
work was previously painted and be sufficiently 
strongly worded to convey an idea of the real 
necessity for repainting. For example, if the 
pajnt is in some places bare to the wood, or the 
iron is badly rusted, it might be sufficient to 
induce the authorities to grant permission to 
use lead. The same applies to zinc, and indeed 
all materials which are covered by the Order. 

(5) ** Tar being very difficult to obtain, what 
can I use for the protection of temporary 
buildings, fences, &c. ? ” 

There are on the market one or two brands 
of special stains 4vhich are made in three or 
four different colours, and although these are 
coal tar products, we understand the stock is 
sufficiently large to fill present requirements. 
They are cheap, penetrate the wood well, and are 
very effective in preserving the wood not only 
against decay, but also from being attacked by 
insects. They may be varnished if desired. If 
you cannot get these materials, I advise you to 
use a paint made by mixing Portland cement, 
ochre or other earth colouring according to the 
.'nt desired, together with a little glue dissolved 
in water. This makes an excellent outside 
was. which will last, at least, for several years. 
Care must be taken to wet the surfece before 
applying it, also to avoid doing the work in the 
sun, which is likely to extract the water before 
the Portland has time to set properly. 

(6) “I understand that linseed oil is pro- 
hibited from being used after the present stocks 
are used up. How will a painter get on in that 
case? I take it that no durable paint can be 
made without linseed oil.” 

The present stocks will no doubt last for a 
fairly considerable length of iime, and the ol 
may be to some extent repiaced by using goud 
outside varnishes, if possible ; half oil and hus't 
good mixing varnish answers well. Pxint 
chemists have been hard at work in dealing with 
fatty acids, which may be described as the 
residue of linseed oil efter the glycerine has been 
extracted. It is said that a fairly good oil for 
painters’ purposes has been produced. Latest 
reports from Hull indicate that the linseed oil 
situation, a little later, will be easier owing to 
increased, shipping facilities and larger crops. 
If the worst comes to the worst, a Portland 
cement paint like that above described could be 
used for the main walls and varnish for the 
remainder of the work. The iron could be 
finished with black asphaltum paint, which does 
not necessarily contain linseed oil. Cleaning 
ang varnishing seems to solve the problem 
better than anything else in the absence of 
linseed oil. I am well aware that this oil is 
necessary in the manufacture of all oil vatnishes, 
but the stock of su -h varnishes is probably large, 
owing to the fact that they mostly take two 
years or more to mature properly. For inside 
use distempers made on a base of whiting could 
be used. Washable distempers are mostly made 
from lithopone, which, being a zine product, 
comes within the terms of the Order. 

(7) “Is there any linseed oil available for 
paint manufacturers without a certificate ? ” 

The Orcer of the Food Centroller, dated 
May 1, 1917, proviaes that “ no person shall, 
after the date of this Order, treat cr permit to 
be treated any of the said oils or fats in such a 
manner as to render the same unfit or less fit 


for use in the manufacture of human or animal 
food.”’ The oils include linseed oil, and, hence, 
cannot be used in the manufacture of paint, 
or in mixing'paste paint to render it suitable 
for application. All classes of paint, however, 
which were actually manufactured at the date 
of the Order can be used. Certain substitutes 
are available. These are made, as already 
stated, from fatty acids obtained from linseed 
oil after the glycerine is extracted. ‘These fatty 
acids have been utilised by very careful research 
work of a number of chemists, and although 
they do not yield an oil which is comparable to 
linseed oil for durability they will make a 
paint which will last for a reasonable length ot 
time. According to a circular issued by 
Messrs. John Line & Sons, Ltd., the Ministry 
of Munitions stated, on January 19, 1918, that 
no further permit or licence to buy or sell 
linseed cil for general use will be issued. A 
quantity, however, of this kind of oil is still in 
circulation, which was outside the limits fixed 
by the above Order, and so far as this is avail- 
able it may be used fur general purposes. It is 
also intimated that classes of boiled oil may be 
sold and used, but no more may now be manu- 
factured. 


It will be interesting to add that the Govern- 
ment authorities have issued a permit for a 
ration of lead and zinc products, tin plates, &c., 
for paint, colour and varnish trades, on non- 
priority work for a further three months to 
July 31 next. The permit is too lengthy to 
quote in full, but refers principally to the use 
of metallic lead in paints, which is rigidly re- 
stricted. The essence of the Order is that the 
manufacturer is not allowed to sell to a merchant 
or user paints and colours containing more than 
3 per cent. of metallic lead. 


—_ 
—— 


THE LIABILITY OF HIGHWAY 
AUTHORITIES. 


THERE is an inscrutable rule of law thet road 
authorities are not liable for damages which 
result from “ non-feasance,’”’ but only for acts 
of “‘ misfeasance.” The latest case on the point 
is Moul v. Croydon Corporation (Weekly Notes. 
June 8). The plaintiff was a passenger in a 
motor omnibus which was travelling along a 
road paved with wood blocks. There had been 
heavy rain and the wood blocks had swelled and 
bulged up to the extent of four or five inches. 
The Court, on appeal from the County Court, 
reversed the decision in the Court below for the 
plaintiff, and entered judgment for the defend- 
ants, on the ground that this was a case of non- 
feasance and not of misfeasance. The Court 
found that there was no distinction between a 
road being out of repair by reason of the surface 
having risen and the usual case of its being out 
of repair from its having become depressed from 
wear and tear, and held that to show misfeasance 
it would have to be proved that wood blocks 
were an improper material to use for road 
construction, en impossible contention, seeing 
that this class of road had been in general use 
throughout the country withcut complaint. 

It is not open to quéstion that this statement 
is representative of the law as it stands. A road 
is allowed to become depressed so that drainage 
ventilators or man-holes project and in the dark 
a member of the public sustains a serious 
accident in consequence, but he has no remedy 
against the road authority. A private individual 
owing a duty to a member of the public would 
be held liable if he neglected to take reasonable 
precautions to ensure his safety, although the 
act causing the injury was one of nonfeasance. 
The law of negligence would apply. But a road 
authority entrusted with the duty of providing 
roads for public use is not only protected by the 
Public Authorities Protection Act, but by the 
law is permitted to allow the roads to get into 
a state of dangerous disrepair without being 
liable to an ordinary action of negligence. 
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INDUSTRIAL COUNCILS. 


IN a memorandum cn Industrial Councils and 
Trade Boards, issued as a Parliamentary Paper 
[Cd.9085], the Minister of Reconstruction and 
the Minister of Labour indicate the modifications 
which it is propesed to make in carrying out the 
recommendations contained in the second report 
of the Committee on Relations between Em- 
ployers and Employed on the subject of joint 
standing industrial councils. They state that it 
has not been found, possible from the adminis- 
trative point of view to adopt the whole of these 
recommendations, but the changes that they 
propose do not affect the principles underlying 
the Committee’s proposal for the establishment 
of joint industrial councils. 

The Committee made the following pro- 
posals ;— 

(a) In the more highly organised industries 
[Group A] a triple organisation of national 
district and workshop bodies, as outlined in 
their first report. 

(b) In Group B—industries where there are 
representative associations of employers and 
employed, which, however, do not possess the 
authority of those in Group A industries—we 
propose that the triple organisation should be 
modified by attaching to each National Indus- 
tria] Council one or at most two representatives 
of the Ministry of Labour to act in an advisory 
capacity. 

(c) In industries in both Groups A and B we 
propose that unorganised areas or branches of 
an industry should be provided, on the applica- 
tion of the National Industrial Council, and with 
the approval of the Ministry of Labour, with 
trade boards for such areas or branches, the 
trade boards being linked with the Industrial 
Council. 

(d) In industries having no adequate organisa- 
tion of employers or employed—Group C—we 
recommend that trade boards should be con- 
tinued or established, and that these should, 
with the approval of the Ministry of Labour, 
be enabled to formulate a scheme for an Indus- 
trial Council which might include, in an advisory 
‘“‘ appointed members” of the 





capacity, the 
trade board. 

The following are the modifications which it 
has been found necessary to make :— 

As regards (6) it has been decided to 
recognize one type of Industrial Council 
only, and not to attach official representatives 
to the Council, except on the application of 
the Industrial Council itself. 

As regards (c) and (d) the relatione between 
Trade Boards and Industrial Councils raise 
a number of serious administrative difficulties, 
due to the wide differences in the purpose 
and structure of the two types of bodies. 
It is not regarded as advisable that a Trade 
Board should formulate a scheme for an 
Industries! Council, nor is it probable that 
Trade Boards for unorganized areas will be 
set up in conjunction with a Joint Industrial 
Council. . 

The Ministers explain at some length the 
fundamental differences between Industrial 
Councils and Trade Boards. The former are 
voluntary, set up by agreement between em- 
ployers and workers, and composed exclusively 
of their nominees. Their structure and func- 
tions vary much within wide limits, and financi- 
ally they are self-supporting. Trade Beards, 
on the other hand, are statutory bodies set up by 
the Minister of Labour, by whom in practice the 
representative members are largely nominated, 
and who also chooses “ appointed members ”’ 
outside the trade concerned. The Beards’ chief 
duty is to fix minimum wage rates, which are 
enforceable by law, and their authorised ex- 
penses are met out of public funds. 

Where a Trade Board covers either the whole 
or part of an industry covered by a Joint Indus- 
trial Council, the relations between them may, 
in order to avoid any confusion or misunder- 
standing, be defined as follows :— 

(1) Where Government Departments wish to 
consult the industry, the Joint Industrial 


Council, and not the Trade Bosr.rd, will be recog- 
nised as the body to be consulted. 
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(2) In order to make use of the experience of 
the Trade Board, the constitution of the Indus- 
trial Council should be so drawn as te make full 
provision fcr consultation between the Council 
ana the Trade Board on matters referred to the 
former by a Government Department, and to 
allow of the representation of the Trade Board 
on any Sub-Committee of the Council dealing 
with questions with which the Trade Board is 
coneerned. = 

(3) The Joint Industrial Council clearly cannot 
in any circumstances over-ride the st¢tutory 
powers con‘erred upon the Trade Board, and if 
the Government at any future time adopted 
the suggestion contained in Section 21 of the 
First Report that the sanction of the law should 
be given on the application of an Industrial 
Counci] to agreements made by the Council, 
such agreements could not be made binding on 
any part of a trade governed by a Trade Board, 
so far as the statutory powers of the Trade 
Board are concerned. 


a 
NOTES FROM THE FOREIGN 
PRESS. 


In the Underwriters’ Laboratories, Chicago, 
fire and load tests on about 100 fireproofed 
columns are being carried out, and photographs 
of typical specimens are reproduced in Engi- 
neering News Record for January 31 last. The 
time for failure under test varies from 17 
minutes for an unprotected column to 8 hours 
or more for heavily protected columns. 
Numerical data will be given when the series is 
complete. It is stated that concretes with 
different aggregates differ by more than 100 per 
cent. in their resistance to fire. 

The same journal shows in its: issues for 
March 14 and 21 an arrangement for distributing 
concrete when it has to be poured over consider- 
able areas, which has been adopted by the 
Insley Manufacturing Co. of Indianapolis. A 
vertical steel tower holds one end of the tube 
supplying the concrete and the other end of the 
tube is attached to a girder framework capable 
of being swung into various positions. Concrete 
can be placed at any point within a circular 
area of 200 ft. diameter with the complete 
elimination of all ground support. 

Our contemporary also gives, in its issue for 
February 21, details concerning the design and 
construction of three wooden buildings for 
10,000 Government employees. These ad- 
ministrative offices have a floor surface of 
1,000,000 sq. ft. Interesting features are the 
use of open railed corridors instead of partitions 
(for economy, fire protection and ventilation), 
and the arrangements made to reduce fire risk 
by using stucco placed on metal lath tacked to 
the studding. The framing rests on creosoted 
Sin. by 8 in. posts, each bearing on a creosoted 
grillage of 3 in. by 12 in. plank. Hollow tile-end 
wells are used in some parts to reduce fire risk. 
Autometic sprinklers are installed. The build- 
ing8 are on three floors, but no lifts are installed. 

Scientific American for April 20 contains an 
article which describes a method introduced by 
Louis Dulac for consolidating foundations to 
carry heavy loads. This system consists in 
consolidating the ground by blows from a weight, 
without removing any material. The resulting 
holes are filled with stones or other aggregated 
material, also under pressure, and by making 
the borings sufficiently close a series of under- 
ground columns are cbtained. Since none of 
the surrounding earth has been taken out, while 
hard material has been packed into the holes, 
the foundation as a whole forms an area cf 
demonstrated solidity and resistance. To bore 
and pack the holes a crane or modified pile- 
driver is used, mounted on a carriage and some 
60 ft. high. 

A ferro-concrete foundation fcr a chimney is 
described in Zeitschrift des Vereines deutscher 
Ingenieure for May 26, 1917. The chimney 
described is in the works of the Schesiscke 
Elektrizitéts und Gas, A.-G., Gleiwitz. The 
shaft is 98 m. high and of 6 m. internal diameter 
at the top. The actual chimney is 87m. in 
height, and is in 10 sections of unifc rm thickness. 
the masonry being reinforcec’ by a series of steel 
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rings. The plinth is 11 m. high and 9.84 m. in 
external diameter, and rests on a circular bed o} 
concrete 3 m. in thickness, reinforced by a net- 
work of rods at right angles near the upper 
surface and by a system of radial bars and 
concentric rings near the lower surface. Dat: 
concerning pressures and dimensions are given. 


———_¢- 9 
THE BUILDING TRADE BLOCK 


THe following remarks, taken from the 
Liverpool Post, are of general interest to archi- 
tects and builders :— 

“While the war has given an enormous 
impetus to certain trades and industries, others 
have suffered in a more than damaging rativ, 
and it is now seriously suggested that certain 
Government restrictions should be at least 
modified, if not entirely removed from the 
building trade. 

“ An important section of the local com- 
munity maintain that they are suffering from 
grievances which might easily be remedied. 
Building in Liverpool at the present time 
is so crippled as to be almost at a standstill. 
Rather more than two years ago the Govern- 
ment issued an order restricting the expendi- 
ture upon all building operations to a sum not 
exceeding £500. That at the time was allowed 
to be a reasonable figure, but to-day it is 
inadequate. The increased cost of material and 
labour alone has reduced the value of the 
allowance by half, so that present-day contracts 
of the maximum limit really represent only 
£250 worth of pre-war operations. The conse- 
quence is that this all-important trade is just 
now hampered to the point of impotence. 

“The seriousness of the housing problem 
needs no ventilation here. The matter is, and 
has been, -engaging the attention of an in- 
fluential Departmental Committee for some 
time past, but as yet their deliberations have 
not borne any practical fruit. Meanwhile, 
there is a strong feeling in the building trade 
that something might easily be done to facilitate 
the carrying-out of urgent and necessary works 
which at present are hanging fire because of the 
£500 limit. The suggestion is—and it is backed 
by builders, architects, iron and brass fonuders, 
brick and tile manufacturers, and others—that 
the £500 restriction should be increased to 
£1,000. This concession, it is contended, would 
enable contractors to carry out a number of 
jobs, such as repairs and alterations, which are 
really pressing, and which ought to be pro- 
ceeded with, if only on account of their hygienic 
value and their emergency. After all, it would 
merely be restoring the original intention of 
two years ago, when men and material wee 
both more easily available.” 


—_——* 


BUILDING TRADE 
FEDERATION. 


At a meeting of representatives of the Building 
Trade Employers’ Associations throughout the 
country, held in Glasgow, a federation of the 
various sections of the trade was established on 
a wider and more extended basis than has 
hitherto been found possible. In its new for- 
mation, the body is thoroughly representative. 
Among others, the objects aimed at by the 
federation are the promotion and protection 0! 
the general interests of all the branches of which 
the trade consists, and the establishment of goo ! 
feeling between employers and employed. Thc 
office-bearers appointed at the meeting are: 
Mr. Thomas Graham (Edinburgh), President : 
Mr. Edward Bruce (Edinburgh), and Mr. Georve 
Rome (Kilmarnock), Vice-Presidents ; and a 
board, comprising representatives from each «! 
the sections of the trade, viz., masons, bri c- 
layers, reinforced concrete contractors, wris!\", 
plasterers, plumbers, glaziers, electric! 
slaters, heating. engineers, asphalters, 
The meeting also confirmed the appo!ntmen 
of representatives to the National Industria 
Council for the Building Trades of Great Brit. 
which was recently inaugurated in London. — 
Glasgow Herald. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE. 


THE following are the present rates of wages in the Building Trade in the principal towns of England and 
wales. Jt must be understood that, while every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot be responsible 


for errors that may occur :— 
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Yhelmsford ...eee — 5 
—— beseee ist aft us uo 1/08 3 i" 10 108 - 
7 eae 2 ‘ 2 1/28 - 2§ § 
Chesterfield .....- iP 1/2 ie 11 19 1l _ -s e oe 
Colchester ...+-- 103 10 11 1 11 8 
Coventry .......- 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/1 il 112 1/0} 
— Senco keebale M1 1/0 oh 10 its _ 1104 13 om mn 
arlingtON ....-+- 1/14 1/1 1k 1/- /i ot | 
DET ..<skcenee 1/2 ie 1/2 ie 1/2 1/14 1/og | il 11 314 
we onevuges of 1/- 1 10% : $ " , ist A ae al 
mdley ..ccccccce 1/2 1/2 10 0 
Das laa 10 ids 104 103 10} 9 7% “sy 7 
stain. 10 10 10 10 — —~ v 7 7 
Mon. Valleys .. 
WA oc cccces if- 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/04 11 10 10 10 
Folkestone ....-- i/- 1/- i/- 1/- 1/- 1/- 10 v 9 8 
Gloucester ....-- 1/08 1/04 1/9 1/03 1/04 1/04 aS = es y 
Grantham .....- : lu v vt SP ‘ 
GI. sccccceees _ 1j- i/- = -- 1[- 103 _ 10 10 - 
Grimsby wonapees a 1/25 1/23 1/28 1/25 1/25 Ss 5 8 1/-$ 
ireat Yarmouth .. 1 0 ‘ 
SAE... .s50'ce00 1/1} 1/1} 1/1 1/14 1’ 1/2 1/i 103 10$ 104 
Harrogate ...... 103 + 1f/- ) 1/- vb 74 ‘3 7% 
eet coccee _ 1 i 7 1/2 1/8 10s i il a . 
ASTINGS .cccceve ‘ 
—, ers 1/24 10 173 y i} 1/2 A rif a uit 
uddersfield .... 1/2 1 1f- = 
ee 1/3 3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 W/ig | t/t i/i i/l 
‘ / 
ponies RSS Me 1 1/- a- 1/0} a 1/04 Bo _ — Pi 
neaster ...ccces - 1/- if- if- * 1/- ie 
Leamington Spa .. 103 ibs lug ibs 10% 103 93 2 73 ig 
prsal seeccccece 1/st 1/24 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/3 jos | Fy 
eiCesteL .esesees 1 1/2 1,2 1/2 1/2 1/2 Og alg * 
Ever 22220 ae] ue | Me] ee) ae | GR | Me | af | ark | a7 
Lianelly  ....ee6e 1/1 1/1 1/1 i/l 1/l 1/3 113 lu} lus 10 
Lion cies] ORY ume] Ue) AAT ay | MPR] aI) ed | ot | a 
Luton (cmeeate te iA 1/1 1/1 if oft a 7 - 7 
MaidSTONG® — ceccce 1 11 il lv 0 lL Vv) S 
M P -cesinin 1/58 1 /5§ 1/5§ 1/5§ 1/4§ 1/4 1/3 | 3/ig | I/as| 1/148 
' weet 1/1 1/ig 1/14 1/ik 1/1} 1/1 1juz | lv 10} . 
- ES 11 1k li 11 11 11 10 tS ae » 
Mowenstic-ox-Tyas. 1: Aan a/3 a7 ‘3 Hh fs yi | u il li 
Northampton .... a pe oe ws od 9 
Norwich | «ss see. wi w | | Med it | ie | of Si. 1? 
aoa eee 1/28 172g] 1/2 | 1/38 1/24 if 1h Hh ee 1/03 
TE cece ceee E 1/3 1/4 1 - q 
Oxford : 8 
ee ainoa med 11 10} 10} 10$ 10} lu} 9 8 
Plymouth * 3 : : 11 
‘ OUEN - we eeee 1/2 1/2 4/2* 1/2* 1/2* 1/2* 1149 bd 11 
ee ivi eta tate retaere.s 
Preston .......... 1/- ij- 1/- 1/- 1/- 11 10 94 9% a 
Reading.........- 1/2 1/2) | 1/2 1/ig} fl 1/2 1/14 | 10 104 oF 
UdiNg. 6. eee eee 1/l ij! 1/1 1/1 1/1 1/1 11} 104 104 1 
Rochdale 1/- 
Rochester ........ 1/3 1/3 2/4 1/3 4/2 1/4 1/3 i)} at ! 
ees rots] inst | lige | ungs | Mage] ds] oats] PEt) OFF Ati 
St. Albans... 1... ute} ie 1/1 wis uit 1 foe | 108 104 i 
a Mea. Tote ee uv lv ] Ny] 
- ll anda 1;2 1/6 1/6 1/2 1/2 1/5 1/3 g . 8 
~ rh rough eee i/- 1/- 11 1/- 9 94 Rt 9 yg 9 
Seren 2222 er| Han] ym] tye) ste] age) Mie] ah | | 
Southampton...” 11 3 94 - S 7 - 
Southeast. 1/1 1/1 ift 1/i 1/1 ijt yj- | 10h | Whe | 208 
nd-on-Sea . g 
Southport - ty) 10 id 10 |P’cework| 10 ’ 8 8 19 
South Shields...” 1/2 i/t 1/2 i/- 1/- 1/1 i/h 10 10 
Stockeest ... 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 yie| at | 1 | 1 
Btorkten-emaipen 1c: See 1724 | 1/24] 1/- ik} 14 7s | 10 eh 
Stoke-on-Trent. ... vs 1/2 1/2 1/2 + a 1/3 a 10 10 
ows [4 1/02 1/0 1/0} 1/% 1f- 11} 0 0 7 
rland oes tA | vb a4 TY 9t 9 9 i$ 74 11 
Swansea .......- 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/14 i/t 1! 11 108 
faunton 2.1.2.2" 1/1 1/1 1/1 1/1% 1/1 1/2 i/1 10} 104 
Torqaay =... 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/- 11 94 os ot 
weg 2 Bt ee) | Le] ah] ied ath | ath | am 
Pre - 1/- - - 
Warrington °°) | MMSE te) eT ta OS y- | 1g | Be | 
: Bromwich .. 1/3 1/33 1/3 1/ 33 1/3 1/3 1/2 il 118 
lems occas 1k 11 104 10+ — 10 ") 8 8 8 
Windsor "22227272 | 3/8h] 22h) 2f8h). 218 ik} 1/2k} 1/3 | 30k | 3E 11 
Wolverhampton .. sm i/- 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/- 10% 9 : : 
Wooute j2 | 12 | 12 1/2 y2 | 1/2 ve | 1 1 : 
Tout &, armesbeatiat 1/- 1/- 1 - 1/- 1/- 1/- 10 104 104 10 
ma as \/- 1/- 1/- 1/- i/- 103 9} 04 93 | OF 
asons’ rate given is for bankers: fixers usually $d. per hour extra. * War bonus of 2a. per week 


gtantea. 7 * 

per oan omen ne 3s. per week granted. War bonus of 3s. 6d, per week granteo. ttWar bonus of 5s. 

rates include a ak on bonus of 6s. per week granted. {|War bonus ot 7s. 6d. per week granted. sThese 

cent. increase gra i per cent. bonuses. _ [the above rates, unless otherwise shown. are exclusive of 12% per 
granted by the Committee of Production to workers engaged on munition work.—ED.] 


epposition to 
maade. 
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(] NEW COMPANIES. 


F The undermentioned particulars of new com- 

panies} recently registered are taken from the 

Daily Register compiled by Jordan & Sons, Ltd., 

ag ee Registration Agents, Chancery-lane, 
IC. 2. 


£ Victorta MetaL EnGinerrtna CoMPANY, 
Lrp. (9,150,572).{/“Registered May 29. Regis- 
tered office, Imperial-buildings, Kingsway, 
London. To carry on business as engineers and 
contractors in all their respective several 
branches. Nominal capital £1,000 in 1,000 £1 
shares. 

HERCULIN GLuE Compounps Company, Lrp. 
(150,552). Registered office, 9 and 11, Rich- 
mond-road,-} Twickenham, Middlesex. Regis- 
tered May 28. To carry on business of manu- 
facturers of glue and compounds and builders’ 
and painters’ requisites. Nominal capital 
£1,000 in 1,000 £1 shares. 

J. B. HoipEn (ENGINEERS, GREAT BrIDGR), 
Lrp. (150,555). Registered May 28. To carry 
on business of manufacturers of and dealers in 
case hardening pets and enamelling stoves and 
ironworkers and engineers. Nominal capital 
£5,000 in 5,000 £1 shares. 

Witr1aM Saint, Lrp. (150,543). Registered 
office, 8, St, Barnabas-road; Cambridge. Regis- 
tered May 27. ‘To carry on the following 
business :—Builders and contractors, importers 
of and dealers in builders’ materials, and timber 
of all kinds, aeroplunes, builders, timber mer- 
chants, &c. Nominal capitel £20,000 in 20,000 
£1 shares. 

Dupson Bros., Lrp. (150,494.) Registered 
May 22. To carry on as a joint stock company, 
limited, the business of an earthenware and 
stoneware manufacturer. Nominal capital, £6,000 
in 6,000 £1 shares, of which 3,000 are preference 
and 3,000 ordinary shares. 

Freperick Rives & Partners, Lp. 
(150,495.) Registered May 22. To carry on 
business of specialists in ferro-concrete con- 
struction, structural, civil and mechanical 
engineers, architects, quantity surveyors and 
draughtsmen. Nominal : capital, £5,000 in 
5,000 £1 shares. Directors: H. A. Bartlett, 
Victoria-street, Westminster; and F. Rings, 
Berlin-row, Catford. 

Twin GRANITE Quarry, Lp. (150,521.) 
Registered office, Parr's Bank Chambers, 
38, Waterloo-street, Birmingham. To carry on 
business as quarry masters, granite and stone 
merchants. Nominal capital, £10,000 in 10,000 
ordinary shares of £1. 

J. E. C. Exsz, Lrp. (150,519.) Registered 
May 24. To establish and carry on in any part 
of the world the businesses. of decorators, 
painters, plumbers, electricians, carpenters, 
engineers and ironmongers. Nominal capital, 
£2,000 in 2,000 £1 shares. 


—_—e* 
ou 


PATENTS, 


APPLICATIONS PUBLISHED. * 


109,266.—A. Steiger and W. W. Steiger: 
Shaft furnaces for burning cement, lime and 
similar substances. 

110,748.—A. Porri : Manufacture of concrete 
or reinforced concrete pipes. 

111,854.—A. Steiger: Kilns for burning 
cement, lime, or the like. - peg) 

115,385.—H. J. Munro: Lifting or hoisting 
apparatus. 

115,388.—A. C. Remnant: Method of con- 
structing eaves courses to the roofs of buildings. 

115,457.—C. H. Heathcote and 8. Osborne : 
Constructional elements and method of assem- 
bling and uniting the same in the erection of 
reinforced buildings or like structures. 

115,466.—L. C. Ford: Girders, beams, spars, 
and the like rigid structural members. 

115,469.—W. H. Denley: Manufacture of 
Saws. 

115,485.—Ransomes & Rapier and R. 8. 
Lewis: Electromagnetically operated brake 
mechanism for cranes or the like. 

115,501.—J. W. Frank : Tanks. 

115,531.—W. Robins: Lifting-jacke. 











* All these Sgutentiots are now in the stage in which 
e grant of Patents upon them may be 




















388 


PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS 
AND OTHER WORKS.* 


In these lists care is taken to ensure the 
accuracy of the information given, but it may 
occasionally negoee that, owing to building 
owners taking the responsibility of commencing 
work before plans are finally approved by the 
local authorities, ‘‘proposed’’ works, at the 
time of publication, have been actually com- 
menced. Abbreviations:—T.C. for Town 
Council; U.D.C. for Urban District Council ; 
R.D.C. for Kural District Council; E.C. for 
Education Committee; L.G.B. for Local 
Government Board; B.G. for Board of 
Guardians; L.C.C. for London County Council; 
B.C. for Borough Council; and P.C. for Parish 
Council, 


AYLESBURY.—Plans passed by T.C. :—Buildings in 
‘Southern and Bicester-roads, for Mr. James Putman ; 
fire-engine house, for the Bifurcated and ‘Tubular 
Rivet Co. . 

BARKINGSIDE.—Plans have been prepared for forty- 
two houses proposed to be erected on Crown land at 
Tomswood Hill. 

BARNES.—It is proposed to erect a heater at the 
Destructor works at a cost of £120. 

BoLtTon.—As the outcome of a conference called 
by the Mayor of representatives of various corporate 
committees interested in the subject of housing, it has 
been decided to appojnt a special committee, the 
Housing and Town Planning Committee, to undertake 
all work in connection with housing and town planning 
in the whole borough. 

BURTON-ON-TRENT.—The electrical engineer, in his 
annual report, states that during the year a large sum 
of money will have to be spent in extending the 
generating station to cope with the demands from the 
new factories which are being erected. 

CHIS WICK.—An inquiry as to the Chiswick and Barnes 
District Councils’ applications for town planning 
schemes as to certain lands in Chiswick is to be held at 
the Chiswick Town Hall. 

DEPWADE.—The R.D.C. has decided to appoint a 
sanitary inspector without delay, his first duty being 
to report on the subject of the erection of working- 
class houses and the sites available. 

DEWSBURY.—With respect to the provision of 
working-class houses, the Health Committee,in addition 
to negotiations regarding two plots of land on Lord 
Savile’s estate, have instructed the town clerk to obtain 
terms of purchase from the owners in the districts of 
(1) Overthorpe Hall, Thornhill; (2) Crown Flatts, 
Leeds-road ; (3) Raven’s Lodge Farm ; (4) Fir Cottage, 
Ravensthorpe, and report to the committee. 

DUBLIN.—The report of Mr. Cowan, L.G.B. In- 
spector, on the city housing question, estimates that 
16,000 new houses are wanted, and points out that since 
the Departmental Committee's estimate (14,000) nearly 
2,000 tenement houses have been closed by the Corpora- 
tion. The latter have, meanwhile, erected 327 houses, 
and a smaller number has been erected by other 
agencies. 

DURBAN.—H.M. Trade Commissioner in South 
Africa reports that the Durban T.C. is applying to the 
Provincial Council of Natal for authority to borrow the 
sum of £565,000, to be used for purposes of public 
improvement, sewerage, stormwater drainage, abattoir, 
live stock market, and water supply. It is impossible 
at present to give particulars of goods which it may be 
necessary to import from the United Kingdom, as no 
definite schemes have been laid down. 

DURHAM.—The R.D.C. has decided that, owing to 
the large number of insanitary houses existing, and to 
the necessity for additional houses being provided for 
the working classes at Ludworth, East Hetton, and 
Frainwellgate Moor, schemes be prepared for the 
erection of houses by the Council at those places, and 
that the suggested schemes for Sherburn, Bearpary Pity 
Me, and Ushaw Moor stand over for the present ; that 
the cost of each scheme be charged as special expenses 
on the parish in which it is to be carried out, and that 
the Weardale Steel, Coal, and Coke Co., Ltd., Messrs. 
Walter Scott, Ltd., and the Framwellgate Moor Coal 
and Coke Co., Ltd., for Whose workmen the additional 
houses are required, be approached to see if they are 
prepared to assist in the carrying out of the schemes 
in the three districts mentioned. 

ELLAND.—An agreement has been made between the 
U.D.C. and Sir Joseph Radcliffe for the purchase of 
land off Victoria-road on which to erect working-class 
dwellings. 

FULHAM.—Drainage plans passed by B.C. :—At 28, 
Peterborough-road, for Messrs. Rushmore’s, Ltd. ; at 
Imperial-road, for the Gas Light & Coke Co. 

GLASGOW.—Linings granted by Dean of Guild Court : 
William Beardmore & Co., Ltd., Parkhead, to add to 
fitting shop and erect transformer house at Rigby- 

street ; D. and W. Henderson & Co., Ltd., engineers and 
shipbuilders, Meadowside Works, Partick, to erect a tool 
store near Castlebank-street ; John Lyle & Co., Ltd., 
carpet manufacturers, 10, Fordneuk-street, to make 
restorations to dye shed there ; J. & T. Lawrie, 1,059, 
Argyle-street, to erect a plumbers’ workshop.—The 
Governors of the Hospital for Diseases of the Ear, Nose 
and Throat have decided to commence a fund for the 
building of a new hospital. Applicationis to be made 
by the Corporation Gas Committee for permission to 
erect new plant at the Provan Gas Works, capable of 
providing 2,500,000 cubic feet of gas per day.—It is 
recommended that £1,360 be expended in alterations at 
the Kelvingrove Art Galleries, to provide for a per- 
manent etching and engraving section. 

GREENOCK.—Intimation has been made to the 
congTegation of the Old West Kirk, Greenock, that 
plans of the church proposed to be erected on the 


* See also our list of Competitions; Contracts, &c. 











THE BUILDER. 


Seafield site, Esplanade, are ready for inspection. 
They have been prepared by an architect employed by 
Messrs. Harland & Wolff. The firm offer also a hall 
capable of seating 300 persons. 

HARTESMERE.—The R.D:C. has fixed the number 
ps vesuane-ciane houses to be erected in the district 
a 0. 

HovuGutTon.—The Housing Committee has recom- 
mended to the R.D.C. that Mr. J. G. Corney be 
appointed architect and surveyor to the proposed 
building scheme, and that a sub-committee be 
appointed to select sites, &c. 

RTHLINGBOROUGH.—The U.D.C. considers that 500 
workmen’s dwellings are needed in the district. : 

ISLINGTON.—The B.C. proposes carrying out repairs 
to the carriage-ways of Hazelfield-road, St. John’s- 
road, and Hemingford-road, at a cost of £959. 

LEEDS,—At its last sitting the T.C. agreed to 
adjourn consideration for one month of the proposals 
of the Development and Improvements Committees to 
acquire an area of 326 acres at £140 per acre from the 
Middleton Estate and Colliery Company, for the pur- 
poses of a garden city, and to take the other necessary 
steps to forward thescheme. This decision was arrived 
at in order that the members of the Council might 
view the site. Replying to various questions, Council- 
lor W. Carby Hall said that schemes for town-planning 
were under consideration for four or five districts 
surrounding Leeds, including Armley and ‘Kirkstall, 
and he hoped that in another month or six weeks he 
would be able to make some definite statement regard- 
ing the matter. 

LEWISHAM,—Drainage plans passed by B.C. :—At 
68, Loampit-hill, for-Messrs. D. Brewin & Sons; at 118, 
Stanstead-road, for Messrs. Blexhall Bros. 

NEWBURN.—On the recommendation of the Housing 
Committee, the U.D.C. has decided to prepare a 
housing and town-planning scheme or schemes for the 
whole or part of the Newburn area, together with such 
of the area of any adjoining authority as may be 
considered desirable. 

NEW ZEALAND.—H.M. Trade Commissioner states 
that it is the intention of the Wairoa Harbour Board to 
put forward a Bill in the next Session of Parliament to 
authorise the Board to raise a loan of £40,000 for carry- 
ing out harbour improvements. 

PontypooL.—The R.D.C. has decided to again 
approach the L.G.B. with a view to obtaining sanction 
for a scheme of water supply for Ponthir from the 
mains of the Newport Corporation. 

RHYMNEY.—The U.D.C. has decided to proceed with 
the preparations for the erection of 150 houses—40 each 
for the Upper, Lower, and Abertysswg Wards, and 30 
for the Middle Ward. 

“RICHMOND (SURREY).—The T.C. propose, at a 
reasonable time after the war, to erect forty-six 
houses for the working classes, in addition to the 
rebuilding of eleven cottages at Petersham and fourteen 
at North Sheen. 

ROMFORD.—Plans passed by R.D.C. :-—Outside stair- 
case at Hornchurch Brewery, for{S. R. Conron & Co. : 
garage, 4, Highview-gardens, Upminster, for Mr. E. G. 
Hawtin. 

RUSHDEN.—Plans passed by U.D.C. :—Engine house 
to factory in Portland-road for Messrs. H. E. Wilmott & 
Co. ; engine house and emergency exit to factory in 
Cromwell-road for Messrs. H. E. Chapman & Co. 

SADDLEWORTH.—The U.D.C. has sanctioned a 
scheme proposed by the Housing Committee for the 
development of a further housing scheme under which 
land will be obtained for 150 new houses, and there will 
be further building on the Diggle and Delph plots. 

SEAHAM HarBpour.—The U.D.C. has decided to 
submit a housing scheme to the L.G.B. for the erection 
of 153 houses on the east side of Princess-road, the 
houses running twelve to the acre. The total cost of 
the scheme is £58,381, and as now estimated, to make 
the scheme self-supporting, rents of 14s. 6d. and 
13s. 6d. for five and four-roomed houses would have to 
be charged. 

SOUTH SHIELDS.—The Town Planning Committee 
have decided to recommend the Council to apply to the 
L.G.B. for sanction to borrow £19,000 for the purchase 
of the Cleadon Park Estate. It is suggested that a 
portion of the estate, comprising about 130 acres, be 
appropriated for the purpose of the erection of houses 
under the Housing of the Working Classes Act, and that 
the remainder, containing about 65 acres, andincluding 
the mansion house, buildings, and offices, be appro- 
priated for an infectious diseases hospital, a tuberculosis 
sanatorium, and a hospital for maternity treatment. 

SOUTHWACK.—Alterations to ‘ Queen’s Head,” 
Rotherhithe-street, for Mr. A. Glencross ; alterations at 
the ** Mitre,’’ Broadwell, for Mr. W. Wakely. 

St. NEoTs.—Plans passed by U.D.C. :—Shed, Bed- 
ford-street, for Messrs. Paine & Co.; alterations to Red 
Cross Hospital. 

STOCKTON.—The Housing and Town Planning Com- 
mittee has reported to the T.C. having discussed the 
question as to the parts of the town in which it was 
desirable that houses under the housing scheme should 
be erected, and it was decided that the following should 
be a basis upon which to proceed :—The obtaining of 
about 20 acres of land in the Newtown or Grange 
Estate district, 50 acres in the Norton district, and 20 
acres in the South-West and Hartburn Ward district. 

STRETFORD.—Plans passed by U.D.C. :—Buttresses 
to railway bridge, Trafford-road, for the Manchester 
Ship Canal Co.; boundary wall, Westinghouse-road, 
for the Ford Motor Co. (England), Ltd. ; shed, Westing- 
house-road, for the Rubber Regenerating Co., Ltd. ; 
open tanks and water flow, off Westinghouse-road, for 
Messrs. H. N. Morris & Co., Ltd.; conveniences, 
Elevator-road, for the Hovis Bread Flour Co., Ltd. ; 
additions, Lund-street, for Messrs. Newton, Harper & 
Co., Ltd. ; dining rooms to works, Prestage-street, for 
Messrs. F. Duerr & Sons.—Mrs. Birch is desirous of 
providing £500 for a memorial to her son (killed in the 
war), and the Council suggests that a public clock and 
fountain be provided in Trafford Park. 

StroupD.—Additions to factory, 
Messrs. Bowman «& Sons. 

TREDEGAR.—The T.C. has appointed Mr. A. F. Webb, 
Blackwood, architect to carry out the preliminary work 


Birch-row, for 
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for the Council’s housing scheme. It is proposed to 
build 500 houses, 

TROON.—Tenders have been called for during the 
week by the Ailsa Shipbuilding Co., Troon, for th. 
erection of workmen’s houses. 

WALLSEND.—At & meeting of the T.C. a report wes 
received from the Housing Committee recommendin 
that plans for the erection of 280 houses on the acres cf 
the burial ground land be re-submitted to the L.G.B. 
It was also reported that Tenants, Ltd.., proposed to 
erect about 750 houses on the west side of Station-road. 

WALSALL.—The T.C. has approved an expenditur 
of £2,283 in fitting up Pelsall Hall as a Consumptive 
sanatorium. 

WEyYMOUTH.—Plans passed by T.C. :—For additions 
and drainage works at 2, York-buildings, for Messrs. s. 
Jackson & Sons; alterations, *‘ Mount’ Radford,” 
Dorchester-road, for Messrs. Bird & Cox. 

WORCESTER.—It was stated at the last meeting of 
the T.C. that plans are being prepared for workmen's 


houses. 
FIRES. 


Boston.—Damage to the extent of over £20,000 has 
been caused by fire at the mill and warehouses of 
Messrs. J. Rank, Ltd. 

BRADFORD.—The premises of Messrs. W. J. & D. 
Fox & Co., 12, Crossland-street,jhave been rather badly 
damaged by fire. 

PENICUIK.—Buildings at the paper manufacturing 
works of James Brown & Co., Esk Mills, which were 
burned in October, 1916, and which had been partly 
restored, have again been seriously damaged by fire. 

PRESTON.—Part of the premises of the ,Wood-Milne 
Rubber Co., River-street, has been destroyed by fire. 

TORQUAY.—The workshops and store in Swan-street, 
of Messrs. Williams & Cox, have been gutted by fire. 

WREXHAM.—The sawmills and timber yard at Johns- 
town, near Wrexham, carried on by the executors of the 
“sng Mr. Isaac Jenkins, have been completely destroyed’ 

y fire. 





Competitions, Contracts, &c. 


For some contracts still open, but not included 
in this List, see previous issues. Those with 
an asterisk (*) are advertised in this number. 
Contracts, viii; Competitions—; PublicAppoint- 
ments, xx; Sales by Auction, xx. Certain 
conditions beyond those given in the following 
information are imposed in some cases, such a8 
that advertisers do not bind themselves to accept 
the lowest or any tender ; thata fair wages clause 
shall be observed; that no allowance will be 
made for tenders; and that deposits are returned 
on receipt of a bona-fide tender uniless stated to 
the contrary. 


BUILDING AND PAINTING. 


JUNE 22.—Tehidy.—For adapting Tehidy House as 
a sanatorium for the Tuberculosis Committee of the 
Cornwall County Council. Particulars of Mr. E. H. 
Crispin, County Hall, Truro. 

JUNE 24.—Minworth.—STaBLEs, &c.—The Birming- 
ham Tame and Rea District Drainage Board invite 
tenders for works comprised in the construction of 
stables, workshops, stores, &c., on land adjoining their 
wharf at Minworth Greaves, on the Birmingham and 
Fazeley Canal. Quantities, &c., of Mr. John D. 
Watson, Engineer to the Board, The Rookery, Erding- 
ton Park. - 

JUNE 26.—Manchester.—GENERAL CONTRACTORS 
Work, &c.—The Electricity Committee of the Man- 
chester Corporation invite tenders for the following 
work in connection with the widening of their coal 
railway between Stuart-street and the Ashton Canal :-— 
(a) General contractors’ work, (b) steelwork in bridge 
over Stuart-street. Specifications of Mr. F. E. Hughes, 
Secretary, Electricity Department, Town Hall, Man- 
chester. Deposit £2 2s. « , a ' 

JUNE 26.—Swansea.—REPams.—The Guardians ol 
Swansea Union invite tenders for repairs, &c., to the 
Cottage Homes. Specifications may be seen at the 
Union Offices, Alexandra-road, Swansea. 

JUNE 28.—Menston.—PIGGERIES.—The Menston Pig 
Club invite tenders for the erection of 20 piggeries at 
Stocks Hill, Menston. Specification of Mr. Harry 
Riding, Architect, Council Offices, Menston, near Le: ds. 


FURNITURE, MATERIALS, etc. 


JUNE 26.—London.—CUPBOARD Locks.—The (om- 
missioners of His Majesty’s Works, &c., are prepared to 
receive tenders for the supply of cupboard locks. forms 
of tender, &c., of the Controller of Supplies, H.M. Ofiice 
of Works, &c., King Charles-street, Westminster, 
London, 8.W. 1. 





——_1+—>—+—____ 


The Landscape of the War. 

At the Alpine Club Gallery in Mill 
Conduit-street, an exhibition of water- 
drawings of the British Firing Line in + ‘snc 
and Flanders, by Captain Ed. Handley-isac, 
M.G.C., have been opened. Well-known pect» 
in the German offensive are shown, and t! ire 
some drawings of German tanks. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS. 





& 
_- [Owing to the exceptional circumstances which 
prevail at the present time, prices of materials 
should be confirmed by inquiry. Since our tast issue 
several prices have been revised.—Ed.] 
*,* Our aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
‘rices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
“ a make use of this information. 
BRICKS, &c, 
Per 1,000 Alongside, in River Thames. . 8. r 


Resk SGOGNO cas.c os bo eon sxe bance beens 15 
Picked Stocks for Facings .............e. 315 0 
Per 100), Delivered at Railway Depot, London. 

. & & & .e. d. 

Flettoms ...+0s 2383 0 Best Blue 

Best Fareham Pressed Staf- 

Red ..saeces 40 0 fordshire ... 610 0 

Best Red Do. Bullnose .. 615 0O 
Pressed Rua- Best Stour- 
bon Facing... 6 0 O bridge Fire 

Mics. Oo. 2 

GLAZED Bricks— 

Best White, D’ble Str’tch’rs 20 7 6 
Ivory, and D’ble Headers 17 7 6 
Salt Glazed One Side and 
Stretchers .. 1417 6 two Ends .. 21 7 6 

Headers.....-. 14 7 6 Two Sides and 

Quoins, Bull- one End .... 22 17 6 
nose and 4$in. Splays and 
Flats coscese 18 7 6 Squints..... 1917 6 
Glazed bricks priced at so much each, 25 per cent. 


advance on list. 
second Quality, £1 wat” 1, - less than best. 


Thames Ballast ........ 11 é per yard, delivered 
Oe Geet. sxsansesecss - 14 6 


Thames Sand ......ee0- ee a 2 miles 
Best Washed Sand ...... ~~ Bia we ‘radius 
Zin. Shingle for Ferro- Padding- 
Concreté ..ccorceccace 13 6 mm ton. 
Per ton, delivered. 
a <4 sy * 
Best Portland Cement ...... 3 3 0 3 6 0 


po. £z 16s. Od. alongside in 80-ton lots. 

Ferrocrete 2s. 6d. per ton extra on above. 

Best Ground Blue Lias Lime 2 0O 0 at rly. depot. 

NoTe.—The cement or lime is exclusive of the ordinary 
charge for sacks. The sacks are charged at 2s. 3d. 
each and credited at 2s. each if returned in good 
condition within three months. 


Grey Stone Lime ...... 47s. Od. per ton delivered. 
Stourbridge Fireclay in s’cks 37s. 6d. per ton at rly. dpt. 
STONE. 


Batu Stone—delivered in railway trucks at s. d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 


South Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube...... a: oF 
Do. do. delivered in railway trucks at Nine 

Elms, L. & 8.W.R., per ft. cube .......00. 1 8} 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons at Nine Elms 

SS PEE Oe Ie MES 4. 


PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random — of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, L.& 8.W.R., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.K., and Mileage Station 


G.W.R., per ft. ° | ema na Renee 2 103 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons at above 
stations, per 16. CUBE... ...ccccsescccece 2 113 


White basebed, 2d. per ft. cube extra. 
Notr.—4#d. ft. cube extra for every foot over 20 ft. 
average. 
KANDOM BLocks—Per Ft. Cube, delivered at my Roe. 
d 8. d. 


8. d. 
Ancaster in blocks 210 Closeburn Reqd 


Beer in blocks... 1 Freestone ...... 3 0 
{ iillin blocks 2 6 Red & White Mans- 
Darley Dale i fieldrandom block 4 8 
OR écceaa 210 £=Yellow Magnesian 
; Limestone do.do 3 9 
YORK STON! Py - Hood Quality. 

Dy red at any Goods Station London. gs. .& 
Scappled random blocks ....... Per Ft. Cube 5 10 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 

70. SUNOS.) .. .svtdagaeedse PerFt.Super 4 6 
6 in. rubbe dt two sides, ditto ........ os 4 11 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (random sizes) ae 2 0 
2 in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 

(random MOOR .actctaccouwedsabuu i 1 3 
1} in, to 2 in. ditto, ditto ........ pate ab : 2 
Harp Yorkr— 

Delivered at any Goods Station London. 

Scappled random blocks ........ Per Ft.Cube 5 5 

6 in. sawn two sides landing to sizes (under 40ft. 
CNRS ésssanchaaveneuerecs PerFt.Super 4 2 
6 in. rubbed two sides ditto .......... ~ $7 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs‘(random sizes) ,, 1 11 
2 in. self-faced random flags ........ ie 0 10 
TILES. Per 1,000 


f.o.r. London. 
Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or. £ 8. d. 


Staffordshire district....... Sued aie eda'e 315 0 
Ditto hand-made ditto.............. 317 6 
Ornamental ditto .....c.ccccece seeestenes” Sa ow 


Hip and valley tiles (per dozen) .......... 0 9 O 


P 1, 
SLATES. - 1 of 1,200 


London. 

a oan £ sa. a. 

Bes: Blue Bangor Slates, - _ 2. rer 1610 0 

. 2 a oe _) -g Peesetece 810 0 

Fist quality ee 20 "¢., Pee 16 0 0 

- on dk. Oe 8 2 6 

Be:+ Blue Portmadoe SO Dy 20 wcccccre ae 10..0 

: neg a 10-b7B...<0c8&-- 8 0 © 

tirst quality ,, SOON SO secocete dave 4 

pt i 16 by 8 712 6 

WOOD. 

SEst BUILDING REDWOOD. Softwooa otocks 
; Imported sizes. 

cals: 4in. by 12in., 4 in. controlicd by the 

by 1lin., 3in. by ‘tling | Director of 


4 in. t : 
by iy, its and 2 inf Materials, conse 


in. by 9 in., 24 in. by 9in., quently prices must 
and 2in. by 9 in. .....7) he withdrawn 





THE BUILDER. 


WOOD (Continued). 


BEsT BUILDING REDWOOD. ) 
Battens: 2in., 2}in., and 
3in. by 8in. ........ 
? 24 in., and 3 in. by 


7 in.. 
2in.. 2} in., and 3 in. ‘by 
ff Pee ee 
Scantlings: 2in. by 3 in., 
2in. by 3$in., 2 in. by 
4in., 2 in, by 44 in. 
3 in. by 4in., and 3 in. by 


4ti 

Boards: 1lin., 1} in., ‘and 
1d in. by 6 in. and 7 in. 
ee lc aut yepe wed kure 
ere 
Sawn pitch pine logs (about 
35 cu. ft. average ..... 

Do. 6 in. to 10 in. 


Best Pitch Pine Deals .... 
Under 2 in. thick ......... 
JOINERS’ Woop 
White Sea First Quality 

Red: 4in. by llin... 
3in. by 1lin., and 2 in. 
_ 2h eer eeee Softwood stecks 


4in. by 9in. .... 
8in. by 9in., and 2¢in. | controlled by the 
\ Director of 


. £4 Ee, ere 
8 in. by 11 in. boards 

Materials, conse- 
quently prices must 


7 in. and 8 in. battens .. 
7 in. and 8 in. boards ... 
be withdrawn. 


Archangel White Deals— 
Best 3in. by 9in. and 
10in. and llin. ..... 
aS era 
UB. Battens. ...ccceses 
Prepared Floorings and 
Matchings. Seconds 
Swedish Red and equal— 
lj in. by 64in. planed 


rere 
ldin. by 6$in. planed 
and matched ........ 
lin. by 6$ in. planed and 
_ ER ee ee 
lin. by 6 in. planed and 
eae eee 


fin. by 6in. planed, 
matched, and beaded, 
or V jointed ......... 
ee £4 ) YE Seer 
Columbian or Oregon Pine, 
best quality ......... 
Yellow Pine—First regular 
SE BR owe einmtie id 
- apnea 
Seconds, regular sizes 
SE idee scnneses 








Dry Wainscot Oak, per ft. 
mon, ee 


to 


tore 
Coo 


a 

— 

o 
ao 
oo 


0. 
Dry pg Og 
Tabasco, per ft. super, 

Sar tae se kseees 0 
Cuba. Mahogany ....... 0 
Dry Walnut, American, per 
ft. super, as inch bavees 0 
French, “* Italian,’”’ Walnut 0 
Teak, per load ( Rangoon or 
Moulmein) gecesi } 60 } 
De... Gy - CHRP 2.0025 
American Whitewood 
planks, per ft.cube .. 1 4 
Glue, per cwt. ........... 10 0 


METALS. 


JOISTS, GIRDERS, &o. 
Rolled Steel Joists, ordinary, 
sections, basis price ...... 
Plain Compound Girders, 
ordinary sections ........ . 
Plain Compound Stanchions Prices controlled 
Angles, Tees, and Channels, + by the Ministry 
ordinary sections ........ ua 
Flitch Plates ............-- of Munitions. 
Cast Iron Columns and 
Stanchions, plain ordinary 
ere Tere 
WrovuGut-IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS— 
(Discount off List for lot of not less than £4 net 
value delivered direct from works. 5 per cent. less 
carriage forward if sent from London stocks.) 


er rr 
oo eo 
oo os 
ow wo 
oo eo 


o 
o 
i) 
o 


8&5 


os 110 
to 10 15 


co 
oo 





Sizes up to and Sizes 
including 2 in. 2} in. to 6 in. 
Tubes. Fittings. Tubes. Fittings. 
ert Gi Seki 424 
Water ..... ee , -++- 36} 40 
oe nn, MOP Oe <6 cove Gan 374 
Galvanised Gas .. 13 2 ere 35 
- Water 5 soe | Se 32 
Steam lion orb 24 30 


L.C.C. GoaTED So1L Pirpes—London Prices ex werks. 
Bends, stock ' rx..ches, 

Pipe. angles. stuck angles 
d. 


8s. d 8. 
2in. peryd.in6fts.. 310 .. 210 3° 6 
2+ in. = 2 @€8 3 2 43 
n. ico 2)? we BS 5 1 
3hin. . 9 a oe ae 6 0 
4in. So 410 6 9 
RAIN- WATER "PIpEs, ‘&o. Bends, stock Branches, 
Pipe. angles. stock angles 
8. d. s. d. s.- 42. 
2in, per yd.in 6fts. plain 2 7 ..1 7 Bea 
23 in, 4 oft «2 27 
3 in. a ys ince ofS 3 5 
3tin. a ae is ere te 4 0 
th?’ 5 ¢. 6 ..:3\2 410 
L.C.C. DRAIN PIPES, 9 ft. lengths. London Prices. 
4in., 7s. Od. .. Sin., 88. 6d. .. Gin... 10s. Od. 
<% ten in ane 
{RoN— £ d. ¢. 
Common ‘Bars ........ 16 10 0 to 17 ri 0 
Staffordshire Crown Bars - 
good merchant quality 1610 0 .. 1710 0 
—e ** Marked 
Jactetsionce 26:30:23. ..°* 2's 
Mild Steel BO ewesccee 21 OO. B10 8 


METALS (Continued). 
Per ton in London, 
8. d. £ sb. 
Steel Bars, Ferro-Concrete 


quality, basis price oo OD 8 uw BSS 
Hoop Iron, basis price .. 2010 O .. 2110 0 
» Galvanised .. 383 0 0 .. — 
Sheet Iron Black— 
Ordinary sizes to . Bese BO9'. Bie 
i . 2 78676 -0.. See 
3 g. 25 0 0 26 0 0 


Sheet Tron, Galvanised flat, ordinary quality— 
Ordinary sizes, 6 ft. by 
Sit.to3dft.@m2g... 386400 .. - 
Ordinary sizes to 22 g. 
fg rere 3400 .. 3410 0 
Ordinary sizes to 26g... 36 0 0 .. 8610 O 
Sheet Iron, Galvanised, flat, best quality— 


Ordinary sizes to 20g... 3510 0 ,, <= 
o » 22g. and 

O68 Si wdddeensanents . @ Os = 

Ordinary sizes to 26 g. 38 00 ws _ 


Galvanised C orrugated Sheets— 
Ordinary sizes, 6 ft. to 
i RTT 33 0 0 


Ordinary sizes, 22 g. and —- 
lla rh danny 3310 0 ..f PES 
Ordinary sizes, 26g..... 382 10 0 y- 
Best Soft steel Sheets, 6 ft. 

by 2 ft. to 3 ft. to 20 g. 

Oe Gina cncececse 2410 0. _ 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 20 g. 

| Ses 2415 0 .. _ 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 26g. 2610 0 .., _ 
Cut Nails, 3in. to6 in. .... 29 0 0 .. 30 0 0 

(Under 3 in.. usual trade extras.) 
LEAD, &c. 


Deliveied in London, 
LEAD—Sheet, English,4lb. £ s. d, 


__ > Sere ere 38 19 9 — 
Pipe-im CONS ..cccccccs 39 O 0 _ 
BO CUO ovesbecsccee wo 2 oe _ 
JS ee 43 0 0 _ 


NoTeE—Country delivery, 20a. per ton extra ; lots under 
5 ewt., 1s. 6d. per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 2s. 
ewt. extra, Orders for over 1 cwt. Sheet Lead or 
Pipe, or 28 lbs. Solder should be accompanied by a 
certificate or licence, which can be obtained from the 
Director of Mz aterials [A. N.2()], Hotel Victoria,S.W. 
Smaller quantities than the above can be obtained 
by making a written declaration to the Manufacturer 
or Merchant that the metal is wanted for urgent 
renewals or repairs, and giving the name of the job 
for which it is required. 


CoprpER— 
Strong Sheet ....per tb. Bt I _ 
Thin a — (my ee —_ 
Copper nails ....  ,, “2 ke Fp® —_ 
Copper wire ... #3 9.3 6 «e —_ 

TiIn—English Ingots am eo 8 © Ss —_ 

SOLDKR—Plumbers’ _,, OS. 8 80 we oe 
7 na 0 2 4 ° = 
Blowpipe ...... 02 6 . om 

GLASS. 


ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES AND IN SQUARES IN ORDINARY SIZES. 


Per Ft. Per Ft 

15 oz. fourths .... 7d. 32-0z.fourths . . 10d. 

oo CRED scenes 7$d. op CES conece llc. 
21 ,, fourths .... 8d. °Fluted,Obscured and 
gp QED svcese 83d. Knamelied Sheet, 

26 ,. fourths .. . 9d. 15 oz. : ry 
— ere 99d. 21 ,, 


’ 

Extra price according to size and substance 4 
squares cut from stock, and only small quantities can 
be supplied without an A Certificate. 

ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE LN CRATES OF STOCK 


SIZES. Per Ft. 
SO SEs « indonccduvedshubbesoesseus 5d. 
‘4, Rough rolled and rough cast piate.......... sa* 
} Rough rolled and rough cast plate........-. ° 


Figured Kolled, Oxford holled, Baltic, Oceanic, 
Arctic, Stippolyte, and small and large 


OD MD 6000 50005066008006004% 64d. 
BSED, TENGE oa cc cccccccecccessess g006bs 7¢d. 
SO MND. 0.00 bounes 500650bS60eNes RNS 6d. 
White Rolled Cathedral... ...cccccccccccss 6d. 
linted Ch: | cbwancdesdusvcedoee 64d. 
PAINTS, &c. £8. 4. 
Raw Linseed Oil in pipes...... radi gallon 0 8 O 
- ” » in barrels. = 038 4 
fr ” — ) ieee mt 08 Ff 
Boiled ,, » in barrels. as 08 7 
in drums .. 0 9 0 
"Orders for these oils must. be accompanied + 
certificate from the Ministry of Food (Oil and Fat De- 
partment), St. Stephen’s House, Westminster, yy Wie 
Turpentine in barrels.......... - 3 
Se Ec nandeaes 0 + 6 


Genuine Ground English White Lead, per ton 54 0 @ 
(In not less than 5 ewt. casks.) 
GENUINE WHITE LEAD PAINT— 
“ Blackfriars,” ‘“‘ Nine Elms,” “ Park,” 
and other best brands (in 14 lb. tins) not 
less than 5 cwt. lots..per ton delivered 74 10 0O 
Red Lead, Dry (packages extra) .. per ton 42 0 0 
Orders for White and Red Lead and any Paint con- 
taining Lead must be accompanied by a certificate 
or licence, which can be obtained from the Director 
of Materials [A.N. 2 (E.)], Hotel Victoria, 8.W. 


Best Linseed Oil Putty ........ per cwt. 1 2 0 
Ps vncuctendaivatdas Seed per owt. 0 4 0 
er gallon. 
VARNISHES, &c. ts & 
i PNG a 66 oh nie od bo 64 0400 06%40% 012 0 
OO a ee ee ee 014 0 
Superfine Pale Elastic Oak........-.seeee. 016 6 
Fine Extra Hard Church Oak ............ 014 0 
Superfine Hard-drying Uak, for seats of 
CNS 156 cv aubans se 0086bO0 00004 018 O 
Pie. Renene CD oo ccle coccccceceoece 018 O 
Superfine Pale Elastic Carriage .......... 018 0 
Dee DEE ENNIS. « cbnvesmes oow'es t¥oeee0se 014 0 
Finest Pale Durable Copal.............e6. 1 0 6 
PCED Pe WENGE ‘sccbcocvcccesesece 140 
ED EN had cous 000 60enseseesus 2 = 
Weed FEI MAME ccccccccccess beecene 1 6 @ 
DED PEE ec cdcnsescscocseene oon OM D 
Se SD ED oc cee c'concccen seeds 012 0 
BD SEE S| nnn 008606 606600064p 06 016 0 
Oak and. Mahogany ES Wentene decesooes 012 0 
SEE SEMI” / 'n.c'5.0.004 0404 00640000006 010 0 
iets! Ditch cocethawdiesseson ou 016 0 
DT tse tes eSani ton deel chaaaeh o* 110 0 
French and Brush Polish ............. oe 2 BD 








ENEMY IMPORTS. 


A xnumBEr of Departmental Committees were 
appointed by .he Board of Trade in 1916 to 
consider the position of certain trades after 
the war and to report on the measures which 
were desirable in order to safeguard their 
position, especially with regard to international 
trade. Four of these trading Committees, the 
Textile, Iron and Steel, Electrical and En. 
gineering, have now reported, and all agree in 
recommending that the importation of enemy 
goods shall be prohibited except under licence. 
The Committees of the Textile and Engineering 
Trades recommend a minimum period of pro- 
hibition of one year, the Electrical Committee 
three years sub;ect to importation under spec ‘ial 
licence after one year. ‘The Iron and Steel 
Trade recommend that importation shall be per- 
mitted under licence ‘‘ during the period of 
reconstruction.’’ but some members of the Com- 
mittee dissent from the majority report. Three 
committees recommend anti-dumping legislation, 
of which the Textile and Engineering Com- 
mittees are in favour of that in force in America, 
and the Engineering Committee of that based on 
Canadian precedent. 'The . Electrical Com- 
mittee wish to prevent the sale of goods here at 
prices less than those current in the country of 
origin. ‘The Committee of the Iron and Steel 
Trade also recommend the formation of an 
organisation comprising users of iron ores and 
others interested in the t ade, which body would 
undertake the import and distribution of foreign 
ores in Great Britain, and having powers to 
acquire properties abroad. A national selling 
organisation should also be formed, comprising 
a central body with separate sections. This 
association would underta e the distribution of 
orders so as to reduce the cost of production to 
the lowest limit by keeping individual works 
running as long as possible on standard pro- 
ducts. Manufacturers should be urged to com- 
bine in order to lay down large plants t > elimi- 
nate waste and keep down costs. Protection, 
including the marking of imported goods with 
indelible mark of origin form also part of the 
recommendations made. As will be noticed the 
report savours closely of American precedents 
for the organisation of effort. 

The recommendations of the Engineering 
Committee follow very similar lines. They also 
hold that Government Departments, munici- 
palities and corporations should buy as far as 
possible goods of British origin only, care being 
taken to prevent price rings. Manufacturers 
must agree not to reduce prices for normal pre- 
war work or to cut price rates unless by agree- 
ment, or because of the introduction of new 
labour-saving processes. Labour, on its side, 
must agree to withdraw all restriction of output 
and the old definition of skilled work. In 
addition no trade union regulations should be 
exercised to prevent the employment of 
women. 





“COATOSTONE.” 


Effect of Natural Stone. Waterproof. 
Any Painter can use it. 
COATOSTONE DECORATION CO. 


(Proprietors: The Stone Preservation Co., Ltd 


9a, LITTLE JAMES ST., GRAY’S INN, LONDON, w.c1 


THE BUILDER. 


TENDERS. 


Communications for insertion under this heading 


should be addressed to ‘“‘ The Editor,” and must 
reach us not later than 12 noon on Wednesday. 
* Denotes accepted. +t Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for accept.ince. 


GLASGOW.—For alterations at Kelvingrove Art 
Galleries for the Corporation :— 
*J. Cochrane—For fitting up with Spanish mahogany 
the necessary print cases, £1,155 7s. 6d. 
*W. Toomer & Sons—Plaster work, £84 19s. 
*a. & J. Scott—Painting, £120. 





LONDON.—For taking out and rebuilding weigh- 
bridge and preparing new foundations, for the St. 
Marylebone B.C. :— 

*H. Pooley & Son, Ltd..-...... £108 12 ~6 


WEYMOUT H. —For supply of 300 tons of granite to 
the Corporation :— 
*Penlee & St. Ives Stone Quarries, Ltd., at 25s. 9d. per 
ton. 


——— 
oo _}e 


TRADE NEWS. 

We are informed that the directors of the 
Dunlop Rubber Company have appointed 
Sir Arthur dn Cros, Bart., M.P., to the Chairman- 
ship of the company. The new chairman has 
seen the manufacture of Dunlop tyres rise 
from a small affair with a working capitel of 
some £17,000 to the concern it is now, capi- 
talized at £6,000,000. with nearly a dozen 
subsidiary and allied companies, 





Gattiin, 
—s 


Concrete Publications. 

Some of the many uses of concrete are shown 
in the pamphlets which are being issued by the 
Concrete Utilities Bureau, Lloyds-avenue, 
London, E.C. Five of these handy little publi- 
cations have just reached us, viz., No. 8, 
“Concrete Farm Buildings”; (9) ‘‘ Concrete 
Troughs and Wells”; (10) “* Concrete Green- 
houses, Hot Beds and Root Cellars”; (11) 
“* Concrete in the Home ”’ ; and (12) ‘‘ Concrete 
Blocks, how to make and use them.” Each 
contains much information, concisely and 
clearly put; while many diagrams and illus- 
trations are given,'showing the various buildings, 
&e., which can suitably be made of concrete. 
The pamphlets are sent post free on rec eipt of 
application®addressed_ to the*® Bureau. 


J.d, ETRIDGE, J" 


SLATE MERCHANTS, 


EXPERTS IN 


SLATING, 
TILING. 


STRIPPING AND RELAYING. 


Telephone: Avenue 4940 (two lines), or write 


Bethnal Green Slate Works, 


BETHNAL CREEN. LONDON. E. 
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ELECTRIC LIGHT. ELECTRIC POWER. | 


MALCOLM & ALLAN, Lta., 


499, Eglinton a. Me py nh 17, North St 
Andrew St., EDINBURGH ; Goschen Buildings, | 
12, Henrietta Street. Strand, LONDON, W.C.2, § 
Specialists in Electric Light Installations. 
Large Selection Electric Motors always in stock. 
ESTIMATES GIVEN FREE. } 











Easiest and Safest Way to VENTILATE Offices 
Shops, Bedrooms etc., is to have 


aoe VENTILATORS. 


supplied in Plate or § or Sheet Glass by 


JAMES CLARK @ SON, Ltd., | 
= 1, Railway Arches, j 
«| Blackfriars Road, London, S.E.); 
‘ Write for Descriptive Circular. 














THE 


LANCASHIRE 


FIRE 


INSURANGE GOMPANY ff 
pt - 





£3,497,074 
£4,078,996 


Premiums - 
Reserve Funds - 


FIRE. 
CONSEQUENTIAL LOSS. 


ACCIDENTS. 


BURGLARY. PLATE GLASS. 
EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY, 


MARINE. 


45, Dale Street, Liverpool. 
Head Offices | 155, Leadenhall Street. £.0. 





Asphalte.—The Seyssel and Metallie Lava 
Asphalte Co. (Mr. G. F. Glenn), Office, Moorgate 
Station Chambers, Moorfields, E.C. 2—The best 
and cheapest materials for dampcourses, railway 
arches, warehouse floors, flat roofs, stables, cow- 
sheds and milk-rooms, granaries, tun-rooms, 
and terraces. Asphalte Contractors to Forth 
Bridge Co. 


JOINERY, 


Of every description and in any kind of Wood. 


CHAS. E. ORFEUR, LTD., 
ESTIMATES COLNE BANK WORKs, 
ON APPLICATION, COLCHESTER. 


Telegrams: *‘ Orfeur, Colcheste1 





Telephone: 0195. 





BRABY’S Automatic 


SIMPLE. 


FRED* BRABY 


& co., LTD., 









lushing Tanks. 


RELIABLE, 


352 to 364, EUSTON ROAD. N.W.1 
: ? ON. 
IDA WORKS, DEPTFORD, tal LOND 
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THE BUILOER JUNE 21, 1918. 





7 Photo: Walsham, Ltd. 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE, ADDLESTONE: SERUM STATION—PIGGERIES FOR INFECTED PIGS. 
Mr. D. N. Dyker, A.R.I.B.A., Arcnitect, H.M. Orrick oF Works. 
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RESEARCH INSTITUTE, ADDLESTONE: ADMINISTRATION BUILDINGS 
Mr. D. N. Dyke, A.R.I.B.A., Arcnitect, H.M. Orrice oF WorKS. 





